
 
MINUTES OF THE MISSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING, AUGUST 20, 2014 

 
 
The Mission City Council met in regular session at Mission City Hall on Wednesday,              
August 20, 2014. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Schowengerdt. The             
following councilmembers were present: Jennifer Cowdry, Suzie Gibbs, Debbie Kring,          
Steven Lucas, Amy Miller, Pat Quinn, and Arcie Rothrock.  ABSENT:  David Shepard. 
  

PUBLIC HEARING 
Vacation of Right-of-Way / Easement, 5801 Johnson Drive 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt stated that a public hearing is being held prior to considering             
approval of a vacation of right-of-way and easement for the property at 5801 Johnson              
Drive. Mayor Schowengerdt opened the public hearing and invited public comment on            
this issue.  There being no comments, the public hearing was closed. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

  
Moved by Gibbs, seconded by Miller to approve the Consent Agenda, items 3a             
through 3h.  
  
3a. Minutes of the July 16, 2014 City Council Meeting and August 6, 2014 Special  

City Council Meeting 
3b. Resolution Adopting Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
3c. Selection of Voting Delegates for LKM Annual Conference 
3d. Consolidated Fire District No. 2 Street Solicitation Application 
3e. Temporary CMB License - Arts & Eats Festival, Johnny’s BBQ 
3f. Vacation of Right-of-Way/Easement, 5801 Johnson Drive 
3g. Contract for Plan Review and Inspection Services for Cornerstone Commons 

Public Improvements, Olsson Associates 
3h. Acceptance of Public Improvements, Mission Crossing 
  
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock.  Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Frank Bruce, Mission resident, stated that he believes it is commendable that staff was              
able to provide Council with an alternate streetlight for consideration for the Johnson             
Drive project. He also stated that he believes utilizing LED lighting is a “good move”               
that will save the City money overall. 
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ACTION ITEMS 
Planning Commission 

 
Final Plat, 6005, 6025, 6045 Martway Street 

 
Mr. Rivarola stated that currently the “Martway Office Buildings” are on one parcel, just              
north of Rock Creek. There are currently three buildings on this parcel and the owner               
would like to replat the site so that each building may be sold individually. Because the                
final plat will include dedication of a tract of land to the City and a drainage easement,                 
City Council is required to review the plat and vote on it. At their July meeting, the                 
Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of this final plat to            
Council with no conditions.  
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Quinn to approve the final plat for the subdivision of               
land to be known as “Martway Office Buildings.” Councilmember Miller requested           
additional information on the right-of-way to the City and whether any homeowners in             
the area are impacted by this final plat. Mr. Rivarola stated that one of the tracts                
includes the Rock Creek Channel which the City will need to facilitate future channel              
improvements, and there is a drainage easement. He also stated that no homeowners             
are impacted by this. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn,            
Rothrock.  Motion carried. 

 
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

2015 Budget Resolution 
 

Councilmember Miller stated that the over the past several months, Council and staff             
have worked to prepare the proposed 2015 Budget, which establishes policies that            
maintain basic services and city operations, sets the mill rates for the City of Mission               
and the Rock Creek Drainage Districts No. 1 and No. 2, and formalizes the 2015-2019               
Community Investment Program. As part of the annual budget process, Council adopts            
a budget resolution which outlines and describes the financial policies, tax and fee             
structures and other related issues included in the proposed 2015 Budget. Council also             
formally adopts the City of Mission 2015 Budget as published, adopts the Rock Creek              
Drainage District No. 1 and No. 2 budgets, and adopts a resolution adopting the              
2015-2019 CIP. 
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring to approve a resolution establishing budget            
policies for Budget Year 2015 for the City of Mission, Kansas. There was no discussion               
on this item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock.            
Motion carried. 
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Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring to adopt the City of Mission 2015 Budget as               
published with an estimated mill rate of 11.413 mills. There was no discussion on this               
item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock. Motion           
carried. 

 
2015 Budget - Rock Creek Drainage District No. 1 

 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring to adopt the 2015 Budget for Rock Creek              
Drainage District No. 1 with an estimated mill rate of 10.5 mills. There was no               
discussion on this item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn,            
Rothrock.  Motion carried. 

 
2015 Budget - Rock Creek Drainage District No. 2 

 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring to adopt the 2015 Budget for Rock Creek              
Drainage District No. 2 with an estimated mill rate of 10.5 mills. There was no               
discussion on this item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn,            
Rothrock.  Motion carried. 

 
Resolution Adopting 2015-2019 CIP 

 
Moved by Miller seconded by Kring to adopt a resolution adopting the 2015-2019             
Community Investment Program (CIP) for the City of Mission, Kansas. There was no             
discussion on this item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn,            
Rothrock.  
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Approval of Johnson Drive Streetlights  

 
Councilmember Lucas stated that in August 2013, Council passed Resolution No. 864            
which established the Johnson Drive Design Concept for improvements between Nall           
Avenue to just west of Lamar, including decorative streetlights. Lumec streetlights,           
similar to those further east on Johnson Drive, were initially specified for this corridor,              
but were excluded from the original construction bid as they did not meet the “Buy               
America” requirement for Federal funds. Staff has worked with Olsson Associates to            
locate an alternate streetlight that is manufactured in the U.S. and that can be              
change-ordered into the current construction contract. Hapco streetlights are         
recommended and are eligible for CARS funding, at a 50/50 match. 
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Moved by Lucas, seconded by Miller to authorize Overland Park, as project            
administrator, to approve a change order to the Johnson Drive construction contract            
with VF Anderson to include the purchase and installation of Hapco LED decorative             
streetlights in an amount not to exceed $681,377. Council discussed at length the             
history of decorative streetlights on Johnson Drive, as well as the original estimate for              
the lights proposed for this project. Councilmember Cowdry requested information on           
the original estimate/budget for the lights and the current cost. Mr. Vernon stated that              
$350,000 was included originally and that now with the recommended alternative light            
and the 50/50 CARS matching funds, we are within that budgeted amount.            
Councilmember Miller stated that she is disappointed with the process for selecting            
these lights, including the fact that it has been know that the originally included              
decorative streetlights did not meet the Buy America requirement, and that we required             
Lane4 to install the Lumec lights at the Mission Crossing project. She stated that there               
are beautiful streetlights throughout Johnson County and feels this issue should have            
been brought to Council’s attention in 2013. Mr. Vernon discussed Resolution No. 864             
which established the Johnson Drive Design Concept, and the engineer’s estimate           
which was off by approximately 100%. He also stated that in 2010 when previous lights               
were purchased, staff brought forward an alternate but the Lumec were chosen by             
Council. Councilmember Gibbs requested additional historical information on this issue          
from Mr. Rivarola. He stated that $350,000, the same price as in 2010 was included in                
the budget, but that the actual costs came in above the estimate, requiring staff to               
source an alternative pole that could be bought and installed within the $350,000 City              
budget. Discussion continued on the process for selecting these lights, including issues            
with using a sole source provider/product, the need to have accurate engineer’s            
estimates, whether there is any recourse with the engineering firm when an estimate is              
off significantly, and the upcoming RFQ for Ongoing Engineering Services that will be             
completed before the end of the year. Councilmember Miller stated that she does not              
support the Johnson Drive Project and therefore can not vote in favor of these              
streetlights. 
 
Bill McCrea, Mission resident, expressed his concerns with the length of time the project              
is taking and whether it can be finished by the November deadline, including             
streetlights. Mayor Schowengerdt stated that these streetlights will fit in the project as             
built, and noted that the project has gone fairly well to date with the exception of a few                  
issues with utility work. 
 
Councilmember Quinn stated that he believes the Lumec provider believed that the City             
would pay an increased price to continue using these lights since they are already in               
place in other areas of the City. He believes staff reacted well to this issue and found                 
an acceptable alternative that is similar and within budget. Mayor Schowengerdt           
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commended staff for working to find a solution that would allow us to utilize CARS               
funding. 
 
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Quinn, Rothrock. NAY: Miller. Motion           
carried. 
 

Grant Application for Turkey Creek Trail Design  
(Planning Sustainable Places Grant) 

 
Councilmember Lucas reported that as part of the City’s budget and CIP discussions,             
the Turkey Creek Trail was removed from the City’s 5-Year CIP, and staff accordingly              
withdrew previous applications for the construction funding of this project. MARC is            
now accepting applications for the 2014 Planning Sustainable Places program, which           
includes funding for project development, preliminary engineering and design, and          
right-of-way preparation.  By pursuing this grant, the City can: 
 

● Reduce the local costs necessary to complete the project 
● Provide a more accurate cost estimate and timeline for financial planning 
● Provide a detailed estimate of extent and costs of right-of-way needs 
● Improve the likelihood that the project can attract future federal and state grant             

support. 
 
Councilmember Lucas stated that, if awarded, the total federal grant would total            
$91,000 with a local city match of $39,000 from Parks & Recreation Sales Tax funds.               
The deadline for this grant application is August 27th.  
 
Moved by Lucas, seconded by Kring to direct staff to submit an application to the               
Mid-America Regional Council for Planning Sustainable Places funds in order to           
leverage all possible funding sources and continue progress on the Turkey Creek Trail             
project. Staff is directed to submit an application for $91,000 in Federal transportation             
dollars for the funding of initial survey, geotechnical study, and preliminary design of the              
Turkey Creek Trail project. If funded, the City of Mission will commit an additional local               
match of $39,000, or approximately 30% of the total cost of $130,000.  
 
Councilmember Cowdry requested additional information on the completion status of          
the project, specifically Kansas City, Kansas. Mr. Rivarola stated that they have not yet              
completed their portion, but they are close. He also discussed the initial budget for this               
project, which was a conceptual estimate, and not based on the actual design. He              
stated that this grant would enable Mission to have the details and actual construction              
costs/right-of-way acquisition costs for the project. He also noted that the path of the              
trail could shift during design. Councilmember Cowdry stated that she would like to see              
an alternate route for the trail that would be easier to build and less expensive (fewer                
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retaining walls required). Discussion continued on the path of the proposed trail,            
including issues with relocating it to the north side of the creek, the current close               
proximity to Mission residents living in the nearby apartments, the need to participate in              
a “trail blazing” to find the best route, and the timeframe for Kansas City, Kansas to                
complete their portion of the trail.  
 
Councilmember Quinn stated that this project was removed from the CIP because            
Council did not have an appetite to build it at this time, but he believes Mission should                 
take advantage of this opportunity to leverage funds (75% from the grant) to obtain real               
numbers for project completion in the future. Councilmember Miller stated that she has             
had residents express their support of this “lifestyle amenity,” but noted that not all              
residents support funding of the trail. She discussed other issues in the City that are               
underfunded, stated that a less expensive path for the trail should be considered, thus              
she can not justify spending money for this project as it does not benefit all of Mission’s                 
residents and businesses. Councilmember Lucas stated that he believes the trail is a             
quality of life issue, and that funds from the Parks & Recreation sales tax must be used                 
for these types of projects, as they can not be used to fund street repairs, stormwater                
issues, etc. He believes this grant will provide a detailed scope of work so that Council                
can make an informed decision in the future. 
 
Discussion continued on the inclusion of alternate routes in the proposed scope for this              
work, the increased rating the project may receive in future funding competitions with             
the design complete, whether the project can be phased in the future, the need to use                
Parks & Recreation sales tax revenues for these types of projects, whether Parks &              
Recreation sales tax dollars should be focused on Mission’s current parks and            
amenities, and the timing of the completion of the Parks & Recreation Master Plan. 
 
Bill McCrea, Mission resident, requested information on who residents should contact           
regarding park improvements. Ms. Smith stated that there will be a public input             
component to the Parks Master Plan, and she encouraged those interested in            
participating in the process to contact the City. 
 
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Quinn. NAY: Miller, Rothrock. Motion           
carried. 
 

New Business - Other 
 

Councilmember Gibbs stated that there will be a neighborhood clean-up on September            
6th for residents in the neighborhood east of Target in Ward IV. Two dumpsters will be                
provided, Boy Scouts will be on hand to assist, and there will be a picnic lunch. All were                  
invited to come and help. 
 
Councilmember Gibbs reminded all of the Evening with the Arts scheduled for            
Thursday, September 11th. Six local artists will showcase their works. Council was            
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invited to provide Councilmember Gibbs with additional names for invitations. 
 
Councilmember Gibbs provided an update on the September 19th - 20th Arts & Eats              
Festival/ Battle of the Brisket. There are currently 40 BBQ teams registered, eight youth              
artists, various vendors and a beer garden sponsored by Johnny’s BBQ, and an Auction              
to benefit the Holiday Family Program. Councilmember Gibbs encouraged all to paint            
an item for the auction. The Mission Magazine will be in homes at the end of August                 
and will focus on the arts in Mission. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt did not have a report. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 
Mr. Vernon reported that staff has been working to improve the video and audio              
capabilities for City Council Meetings. Management Intern Glen Cole has assisted with            
this and has been able to upgrade our equipment within a small budget. 
 
Mr. Vernon stated that a date has not yet been set for the City Council Retreat.                
Councilmembers have contacted Mr. Vernon to suggest moving the retreat to a            
committee meeting night or possibly waiting until the winter months to do this, as it               
would then set the tone for the 2016 Budget. He stated that further discussion of the                
City Council Retreat will be included on the September 3rd Finance & Administration             
Committee Agenda as a discussion item.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
  
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Miller to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m. All present               
voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted by Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk. 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Steve Schowengerdt, Mayor 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk  


