
 
MINUTES OF THE MISSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING, FEBRUARY 17, 2016 

The Mission City Council met in regular session at Mission City Hall on Wednesday,                           
February 17, 2016. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Schowengerdt. The                         
following councilmembers were present: Jennifer Cowdry, Suzie Gibbs, Debbie Kring,                   
Amy Miller, Pat Quinn, Arcie Rothrock, Dave Shepard.  Absent:  Jason Vaughn.  
 

REVISED AGENDA 
 

Moved by Kring, seconded by Quinn to approve the Revised Agenda as Printed.                         
Voting AYE:  Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  ​Motion carried. 

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

 
Presentation by KDOT of AAA Platinum Award to Police Department  

 
Mr. Bob Hamilton, Law Enforcement Liaison for KDOT, presented Mission’s Police                     
Department with the AAA Platinum Award in recognition of traffic safety efforts by the                           
department. Capt. Moloy and Sgt. Ruhulessin accepted the award on the Department’s                       
behalf. 

 
Presentation of GFOA Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in  

Financial Reporting  
 

Ms. Smith announced that this is the 20th year that the City of Mission has received the                                 
GFOA Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting. Approximately                   
20,000 cities submit their financial report for consideration, with only 1% receiving the                         
award. She stated that this is based on our audited financial statements and that the                             
2015 audit will be brought forward to Council in the coming months. 

 
Presentation of Kansas Recreation & Parks Association President’s Citation  

to Jenny Smith 
 
Ms. Humerickhouse announced that Jenny Smith, Recreation Supervisor, was recently                   
awarded the Kansas Recreation & Parks Association President’s Citation at their annual                       
meeting in Dodge City. This award was in recognition for her leadership of the Young                             
Professionals Group, and for the impact she has had on people’s lives. Ms. Smith                           
accepted the award and expressed her enthusiasm and gratitude for being a part of                           
Mission’s team. 
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Introduction of Scouts 
 
Mayor Schowengerdt recognized Boy Scout Justin Keller of Troop 199 who was                       
attending the meeting and is working on his Citizenship of the Community Merit Badge. 
 

ISSUANCE OF NOTES AND BONDS 
Restructuring of The Falls Housing Bonds 

 
Mr Scott stated that The Falls is a 435 unit apartment on Foxridge Drive that has been                                 
owned by Whispering Falls LLC since 1999. He discussed the previous bonds that                         
were issued for the property and the lease/sublease agreement for these tax exempt                         
bonds. He stated that Whispering Falls would now like to restructure these bonds and                           
change the credit enhancement from Fannie Mae to another entity. This restructuring                       
will extend the maturity date on the multifamily housing bonds by five years. The                           
owners plan to make approximately $800,000 in improvements to the property this year.                         
Mr. Scott stressed that there is no risk to the City with these bonds. The second item to                                   
be considered with this bond restructuring is a development agreement with the                       
property owners. The agreement includes several conditions, including approximately                 
$800,000 in property improvements by the end of 2016, easements for the upcoming                         
Foxridge road improvement project, and a $50,000 issuance fee to the City of Mission. 
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Rothrock to approve a resolution authorizing and                       
approving certain documents in connection with the delivery of an alternate credit facility                         
for the City of Mission, Kansas Multifamily Housing Revenue Refunding Bonds (The                       
Falls Apartments Project) Series 1999, and authorizing other actions in connection                     
therewith. There was no discussion on this item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring,                         
Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  ​Motion carried. 

 
Development Agreement with The Falls 

 
Moved by Cowdry, seconded by Kring to approve the development agreement                     
between the City of Mission, Kansas and Whispering Falls, LLC relating to the                         
restructuring of previously issued Multifamily Housing Revenue Refunding Bonds (The                   
Falls Apartments Project) Series 1999. There was no discussion on this item. Voting                         
AYE:  Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  ​Motion carried. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring ​to approve the Consent Agenda, items 3a                         
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through 3f.   
  
3a.  Minutes of the January 20, 2016 City Council Meeting 
3b. Johnson County DTI Support Services Contract 
3c. Part­time Employee Salary Schedule 
3d. Renewal of Contract with KLM for Mowing Services 
3e. Contract with Black & McDonald for Streetlight Maintenance 
3f. Pool Fiber Connection 
 
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard. ​Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments. 

 
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

 
ArtsKC Rotating Artwork 

Councilmember Rothrock stated that the ArtsKC Now Showing program allows artists to                       
display their work on a rotating basis at local businesses, providing interesting and                         
varied artwork at the hosting facility for a relatively low cost. The annual membership                           
for the program is $1,500 per location and artwork is rotated on a quarterly basis. With                               
the start of each new rotation, there are opportunities for additional promotion of the City                             
and the Community Center. Both ArtsKC and the individual artists will encourage                       
guests to come view the art, bringing more foot traffic and exposure to Mission from                             
around the region. 
 
Moved by Rothrock, seconded by Miller to approve an exhibition agreement with                       
ArtsKC to display rotating artwork at the Sylvester Powell, Jr. Community Center for an                           
amount not to exceed $1,500. There was no discussion on this item. Voting AYE:                           
Cowdry,Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  ​Motion carried. 

 
Contract with Lexipol for Police Policy Updates and Management 

 
Councilmember Rothrock reported that the Police Department currently maintains more                   
than 91 policies and 7 regulations, which cover various aspects of law enforcement                         
operations from pursuit policies to disciplinary guidelines. Maintaining a                 
comprehensive, clear and updated set of policies and procedures is an important                       
liability consideration for the department and the City. Staff is recommending moving                       
from our current provider to the Lexipol digital law enforcement policy system. Lexipol                         
has created policy content that is consistent with current Federal and State law. In                           
addition, they offer a unique set of risk management tools for public safety agencies,                           
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including a Daily Training Bulletin service. 
 
Moved by Rothrock, seconded by Kring to approve the purchase of the Lexipol                         
Digital Law Enforcement Policy Manual System at an annual cost of $8,862 and an                           
additional, one­time cost of $3,950 for an agency specific implementation plan. There                       
was no discussion on this item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn,                         
Rothrock, Shepard.  ​Motion carried. 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Councilmember Quinn did not have a report. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councilmember Gibbs thanked Santa Fe Trail students for the beautiful card they sent                         
to the City in thanks for the holiday adoption programs, and she read a note from                               
Rushton thanking Mission for the program. She announced that a Rushton Fifth Grader                         
will be representing Johnson County at the State Spelling Bee in Hays and                         
congratulated him on this accomplishment. Councilmember Gibbs announced that                 
there will be a Ward 3 and Wars 4 meeting/coffee on Saturday, March 12th at which Mr.                                 
Valenti will be available to answer questions about the Gateway. All were invited to                           
attend. She stated that the Mission Magazine will be in homes by the end of February                               
and one story highlights Councilmember Quinn and the KC Thunder Riders. On Friday,                         
February 19th, the City will host a luncheon for 16 Mission residents who will be sharing                               
historical information on Mission. This information will be included in an upcoming                       
magazine highlighting Mission’s 65th birthday. 
 
Councilmember Shepard stated that he recently attended an event hosted by the                       
Kansas Contractor’s Association, where Representative Pompeo commented that the                 
best way to pay for road improvements may be by a fee. He stated that this topic was                                   
also addressed at a recent Kinetic transportation forum, where Bill Ford discussed                       
innovative funding strategies including a fee for road/transportation improvements and                   
maintenance.  He stated that Mission is ahead of the game on this issue with the TUF. 
 
Councilmember Kring stated that she will be attending the National League of Cities                         
Congressional City Conference in March. She is a member of the Energy, Environment                         
and National Resources committee, and offered to bring back information on a variety of                           
issues. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

Mayor Schowengerdt did not have a report. 
 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Smith reported on the following:   

● There will be a City Council Worksession on Wednesday, February 24th. The                       
agenda will include an update on the sign inventory and the street program.                         
Worksession are usually at 7:00 p.m., but she asked if Council would like to start                             
earlier. All agreed that the worksession should begin at 6:00 p.m. on February                         
24th.  

● Residents have begun moving into the Welstone apartments; there will be a                       
ribbon cutting on Tuesday, February 23rd at 10:00 a.m. All were encouraged to                         
attend.   

● The Annual Report is now online. We will be starting the budget process in the                             
next few months and this report will provide useful information.   

● City staff will be undertaking a “clean­up day” on Thursday, February 18th. 
● The Kansas City Business Journal has awarded the Johnson Drive Project its                       

Capstone Award. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring to adjourn to Executive Session for 15 minutes                           
to discuss a personnel issue of non­elected personnel. Also attending will be City                         
Attorney David Martin.  The Council will reconvene in Council Chambers at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Council adjourned to Executive Session at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Council reconvened in Council Chambers at 7:45 p.m. 
 

APPOINTMENT OF CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Mayor Schowengerdt recommended the reappointment of Laura Smith as City                   
Administrator for an indefinite term. 
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Shepard to appoint Laura Smith as City Administrator                         
for an indefinite term. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock,                       
Shepard.  ​Motion carried. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

  
Moved by Kring, seconded by Quinn ​to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 p.m. All present                             
voted AYE.  ​Motion carried. 
 
  
 
Respectfully submitted by Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk. 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Steve Schowengerdt, Mayor 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk  


