
 
MINUTES OF THE MISSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING, JANUARY 20, 2016 

The Mission City Council met in regular session at Mission City Hall on Wednesday,                           
January 20, 2016. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Schowengerdt. The                         
following councilmembers were present: Jennifer Cowdry, Suzie Gibbs, Debbie Kring,                   
Amy Miller, Pat Quinn, Arcie Rothrock, Dave Shepard, Jason Vaughn.  
 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
Johnson County Update, Commissioner Shaffer   

 
Commissioner Ron Shaffer provided an update on Johnson County Government,                   
including: 
 

● Statistics on the size of the County and services provided 
● Johnson County’s membership in and work with National Association of Counties                     

(NACo). 
● Budget history for Johnson County, including a flat mill levy since 2006, recent                         

reductions in the budget and reduction in positions. 
● Budget summary of total expenditures, reserves, and recent 3.3 mill levy                     

increase (1.8 countywide fund including transit expansion, .75 for parks and                     
recreation, and .75 for the library). 

● Comparison of Johnson County’s mill levy with other urban Kansas counties. 
● Breakdown of the 2016 budget, noting that the County maintains a AAA bond                         

rating and recently saved approximately $6.1 million through bond refinancing. 
● Monthly tax impact of the 3.3 mill increase on an average household. 
● Information on planned transit expansion. 
● Information on the Library Master Plan, noting that Cedar Roe Library will be                         

rebuilt. 
● Information on the Parks & Recreation District Strategic Plan priorities and                     

improvements, including the Meadowbrook Park Master Plan and Streamway                 
Trail development. 

● Information on the Johnson County Arts & Heritage Center at the former King                         
Louis Ice Rink. 

● Information on the Board of County Commissioners Strategic Priorities, 2016                   
CARS Program fiscal plan, and future issues that will be the focus of the                           
commission. 

 
He provided additional information on the need to replace the existing Johnson County                         
Courthouse and improvements needed to the Tomahawk Creek Wastewater Treatment                   
facility. He stated that they will also work to rescind the Kansas State Legislative Tax                             
Lid that was approved in 2015. 
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Councilmember Quinn asked when the new wastewater treatment plant will be online.                       
Commissioner Shaffer stated that this is a very large project and he anticipates it taking                             
about five years. Councilmember Kring asked what the anticipated cost would be to                         
build a new courthouse. Commissioner Shaffer stated that they anticipate                   
approximately $185 million and that it may include a morgue. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Moved by Miller, seconded by Rothrock ​to approve the Consent Agenda, items 3a                         
through 3g.   
  
3a.  Minutes of the December 16, 2015 City Council Meeting 
3b. 2016 Legislative Policy 
3c. Resolution Declaring Surplus Property 
3d. Ordinance Amending Municipal Court Fees 
3e. Resolution ­ Destruction of Certain Records 
3f. Street ID Sign Replacement 
3g. Replacement of Hydraulic Lift 
 
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard, Vaughn. ​Motion                     
carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments. 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Gateway Preliminary Site Plan 
 

Mayor Schowengerdt stated the Gateway Preliminary Site plan was remanded back to                       
the Planning Commission by Council for further consideration. The Planning                   
Commission reconsidered this item at their December 28th meeting and again                     
recommended approval with stipulations.  
 
Ms. Smith provided a brief update on the December 28th Planning Commission                       
meeting, where they were asked to consider the following question: “Reconsider the                       
exception given from the requirements for a discount superstore in a MXD zone.                         
Specifically, the Planning Commission should consider whether or not the proposed                     
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discount superstore meets the overall intent of MXD zoning.” Following discussion by                       
the Planning Commission at their meeting, the commission voted 7­1­1 to recommend                       
approval with 27 recommended conditions as contained in the staff report, plus the                         
addition of the 28th condition as suggested by the City Council. 
 
Moved by Cowdry, seconded by Quinn to approve Case #15­10 Revised Preliminary                       
Site Plan for The Gateway Project with the conditions recommended by the Planning                         
Commission, as well as a 28th condition as follows: No construction or building permits                           
will be issued until construction phasing is agreed to by the City and the Developer in an                                 
approved Development Agreement. 
 
Mayor Schowengerdt opened the floor to public comments on this issue. 
 
Casey Cassias, Mission resident, stated that he originally was not in favor of this plan                             
but feels he can now support it even with the Walmart. 
 
Andy Sandler, Mission resident, stated that he feels this plan is similar to asking for                             
pizza but getting flounder, and feels we can do better. He stated that he does not fault                                 
the developer, but that he is willing to have the land set vacant until a better plan can be                                     
built. He would like the city to stop working with Mr. Valenti and to find someone “who                                 
can execute a plan we can be proud of.” 
 
Michael Staley, Fairway resident, expressed his concerns with floodwater retention on                     
the site and downstream flooding. He believes the the developer should be required to                           
include 100% permeable ground surface. He also discussed the demographics of the                       
area, stated that there is already a Walmart in Roeland Park, and feels Mission is                             
alienating our neighbors who don’t want a Walmart close to them. He would like to see                               
“high end” retail in the project. 
 
Barbara Porro, Mission resident, stated that she is concerned with increased traffic on                         
Roeland Drive and, because of the curve in the road, issues with turning onto Roeland                             
Drive from neighborhood streets. She is also concerned with a Walmart in the project                           
as she feels it would not fit with the Johnson Drive streetscape and would have an                               
impact on small businesses in the area. 
 
Ken Davis, Mission resident and president of the Countryside Homeowners Association,                     
stated that 85% of Countryside residents are opposed to a Walmart at the Gateway. He                             
understands the zoning process and land owner’s rights, but is conveying the                       
sentiments of residents. He stated that he and several others met with Mr. Valenti who                             
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was responsive to their concerns with the project. Mr. Valenti discussed with them the                           
need for Walmart to make the project viable, noting that the Walmart in Roeland Park                             
plans to relocate regardless as to whether they are in Mission or not. He stated that Mr.                                 
Valenti took seriously their suggestions (library, green roof). Mr. Davis again stated that                         
he is not taking a position, but just conveying the sentiment of area residents. 
 
Councilmember Vaughn stated that the zoning issue being considered tonight is totally                       
separate from Walmart. We can not say we don’t want a specific business as this is                               
discriminatory, and the question before Council is whether the proposed plan meets our                         
zoning regulations. 
 
Councilmember Quinn agreed with Councilmember Vaughn, stating that if we were                     
talking about this same plan with no store names associated with it, we would be voting                               
on the same thing. He discussed “free enterprise” and stated that if we wanted                           
something different in this area, our ordinance should have reflected that. We currently                         
have a Target in Mission and potentially will have another big box superstore, but he                             
feels that it is up to individuals to decide where they shop. He stated that this could be                                   
a “Bloomingdales” and it could still leave in two years. Councilmember Quinn stressed                         
that personal feelings regarding Walmart should not be a part of this vote and that all he                                 
has heard is anti­Walmart rhetoric. 
 
Councilmember Shepard agreed that this is a question of zoning and land use. He                           
stated that the zoning for this site requires vertical organization of uses ­ not horizontal,                             
and a sense of place. He stated that the zoning does not allow for a 50,000+ footprint                                 
and does not feel this plan meets the threshold for MXD. Although the Planning                           
Commission has reviewed this plan two times and recommended approval, he stated                       
that it is the City Council that makes policy. He also discussed the green roof that has                                 
been suggested for the superstore. Councilmember Shepard stated that he has worked                       
with Mr. Valenti for 10 years, but he can not support this plan as it does not meet the                                     
MXD zoning and 85% of his constituents oppose it. 
 
Councilmember Cowdry stated that she is excited about the plan and compared it to                           
Prairie Fire. She noted that it has been recommended twice by the Planning                         
Commission, and she is not considering Walmart in her decision. She feels this plan is                             
“Mission friendly” with the proposed 3­story apartment buildings. She stated that if the                         
plan meets our current zoning then we must “back it” and be fair to the developer. We                                 
can not change the game on him due to the proposed Walmart. If residents don’t like a                                 
specific store then they do not need to shop there. She is tired of the blight at the site                                     
and would like to see something built. 
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Councilmember Kring stated that she was very excited about previous plans, but feels                         
that Walmart is now diverting the process. She does not feel the current plan reflects                             
what Missions stands for and the project has “gone full swing” over the past 10 years.                               
She questioned whether or not Walmart actually owns the property, and although she is                           
not against Walmart, she feels it has taken over the process. 
 
Councilmember Miller stated that she agrees with Councilmember Shepard’s                 
comments. The community said “no” to a 50,000+ sq. ft. building and she believes even                             
if it was another store, there would still be the same concerns. She stressed that we                               
must consider the sustainability and long­term use of buildings in the plan, and is                           
concerned that the proposed superstore takes up a large portion of the property. She                           
encouraged Council to not be short­sighted, and stressed that the decision is not about                           
Walmart, but rather the zoning ordinance reflecting the community’s vision. She stated                       
that Council should consider the greater good of the city, sustainability and long­term                         
use of the property, and not a specific retailer. She also disagrees with Councilmember                           
Quinn’s comments. 
 
Councilmember Quinn again discussed the free market, and stated that we don’t own                         
the property and can’t decide who rents the building, and that the Planning Commission                           
has supported this plan twice. He again stressed that we are not considering a specific                             
retailer in the decision tonight. 
 
Mayor Schowengerdt thanked all for their comments, and stated that Council should                       
trust the Planning Commission’s recommendation. This is just one decision related to                       
the project and there is still a long way to go before final approval. 
 
Councilmember Gibbs asked for Mr. Valenti’s comments/responses to the concerns that                     
were expressed. 
 
Tom Valenti, Gateway Developers, stated that the Planning Commission has                   
recommended approval of this plan twice, and he feels the proposed plan exceeds the                           
threshold for MXD zoning with multiple levels including retail, apartments, hotel, and                       
possible office. The 2012 plan that was approved by Council had a 155,000 sq. ft.                             
superstore footprint, with retail above, but that he was unable to fill the retail on the                               
second story. He felt the comment relating this project to a “smelly fish” was                           
inappropriate and commended the “exceptional architect” that has worked on this plan.                       
Mr. Valenti provided specifics on the amount of retail, apartments and hotel proposed,                         
and again stated that the plan includes a wide diversity of uses that are vertical, and                               
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exceeds the requirements for MXD zoning. He read a portion of the zoning code and                             
stated that he does not see where there is a prohibition to the 50,000+ sq. ft. He                                 
appreciates Councilmember Shepard’s approval of previous plans, and feels this plan is                       
not that different. He requested Council’s support of the Planning Commission’s                     
recommendation for approval. 
 
Councilmember Shepard expressed his concerns with the lack of a second story to the                           
supercenter, and stated that previous plans rose to the level to be granted exception in                             
MXD zoning. He requested additional information on a possible green roof for the                         
supercenter. Councilmember Shepard again stated that the Planning Commission                 
makes recommendations and the City Council may have their own opinion. 
 
Mr. Valenti again stated that he feels the plan meets the MXD zoning requirement and                             
expressed his concerns with issues surrounding a specific retailer. He understands                     
Council discretion and again asked for support of the plan. 
 
Councilmember Gibbs stated that she supports this plan and has confidence in the                         
project. She recently spoke with businesses along Johnson Drive and the consensus                       
was that they wanted the project to move ahead. 
 
Councilmember Rothrock stated that although Council is not voting on Walmart or the                         
financing of the project, 95% of the comments she has received from her constituents is                             
that they do not support this plan.  She does not feel it meets the MXD zoning. 
 
The question was called. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Quinn, Vaughn. NAY: Kring,                       
Miller, Rothrock, Shepard. The Mayor voted AYE breaking the tie vote. ​Motion                       
carried. 

 
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

 
Councilmember Rothrock did not have a report as all items were considered under the                           
Consent Agenda. 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Resolution of Support for Brinshore Development 

 
Councilmember Quinn reported that as a component of financing the Herald Corner                       
Project, Brinshore Development applied for Low Income Housing Tax Credits from the                       
Kansas Housing Resource Corporation during the 2014 and 2015 funding cycles. This                       
project was not funded in either, and the Developer plans to submit another application                           
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for 2016. Following negotiations between the developer and the city, the City Council                         
voted to amend/extend the Development/Purchase Agreement to allow Brinshore the                   
opportunity to re­apply for the tax credits in 2016. The application is due at the end of                                 
January and as part of the application packet, a resolution of support passed by the City                               
Council and other letters of support are required. 
 
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Gibbs to approve the resolution affirming support for                         
the proposed 32­unit affordable senior housing project by Brinshore Development, LLC                     
at 7080 Martway Street in the City of Mission, Kansas, and give authority for the Mayor                               
and staff to submit letters in support of the application. There was no discussion on this                               
item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard, Vaughn. NAY: Kring,                     
Miller.  ​Motion carried. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councilmember Gibbs offered a belated thank you to all who supported and helped with                           
the holiday family adoption program. She stated that all who received gifts and food                           
truly appreciated it. She also thanked the KC Thunder Ride participants, Police                       
Department, Fire Department, volunteers and staff for their help. 
 
Councilmember Gibbs announced that 2016 is the 65th anniversary of the City of                         
Mission, and that an upcoming Mission Magazine will feature residents who are 65                         
years old, have lived in Mission 65 years, have been married 65 years, etc. She                             
encouraged anyone who falls into these categories to contact her. 
 
Councilmember Kring announced that there will be a Ward III meeting on Thursday,                         
January 21st at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center.  All are invited to attend. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
Appointments 

 
Mission Convention & Visitors Bureau 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt put before Council the names of Cathy & Carl Casey, Celia                         
Dalton, Lynn Kring, Kevin Fullerton, Jose Ramirez, and Karen Laughton for appointment                       
to the MCVB with terms expiring December 31, 2016. 
 
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Cowdry to uphold the appointments of Cathy & Carl                           
Casey, Celia Dalton, Lynn Kring, Kevin Fullerton, Jose Ramirez, and Karen Laughton to                         
the MCVB with terms expiring December 31, 2016. All present voted AYE. ​Motion                         
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carried. 
 

Parks & Recreation Commission 
 

Mayor Schowengerdt put before Council the names of Nathan Dormer, Erin Beaslin,                       
and Jim Sloss for appointment to the Parks & Recreation Commission with terms                         
expiring December 31, 2017. 
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Quinn to uphold the appointments of Nathan Dormer,                         
Erin Beaslin, and Jim Sloss to the Parks & Recreation Commission with terms expiring                           
December 31, 2017.  All present voted AYE.  ​Motion carried. 

 
Sustainability Commission 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt put before Council the names of Terri Baugh, David Greenlee,                       
John Arnett, and Paul Pattee for appointment to the Sustainability Commission with                       
terms expiring December 31, 2017. 
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Cowdry to uphold the appointments of Terri Baugh,                         
David Greenlee, John Arnett, and Paul Pattee to the Sustainability Commission with                       
terms expiring December 31, 2017.  All present voted AYE.  ​Motion carried. 

 
Tree Board 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt put before Council the names of Karin Capron, Brian Schmid,                       
David Schwenk, Maril Crabtree, and Jacque Gameson for appointment to the Tree                       
Board with terms expiring December 31, 2017. 
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Rothrock to uphold the appointments of Karin Capron,                         
Brian Schmid, David Schwenk, Maril Crabtree, and Jacque Gameson to the Tree Board                         
with terms expiring December 31, 2017.  All present voted AYE.  ​Motion carried. 

 
Appointment of City Officials 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt put before Council for appointment Donald Chamblin as City                     
Treasurer, Keith Drill as Municipal Court Judge, and David Bell, Nathan Owings and                         
Robert Scott as Municipal Court Judges Pro­tem.   
 
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Kring to uphold the appointments of Donald Chamblin                         
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as City Treasurer, Keith Drill as Municipal Court Judge, and David Bell, Nathan Owings                           
and Robert Scott as Municipal Court Judges Pro­tem. All present voted AYE. ​Motion                         
carried. 
 

Appointment of Bond Counsel, Financial Advisor, and Land Use Attorney 
 

Mayor Schowengerdt put before Council the appointments of Gilmore & Bell as Bond                         
Counsel, Ehlers, Inc. as Financial Advisor, and Lathrop & Gage as Land Use Attorney.   
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Rothrock to uphold the appointments of Gilmore & Bell                           
as Bond Counsel, Ehlers, Inc. as Financial Advisor, and Lathrop & Gage as Land Use                             
Attorney with contracts expiring January 18, 2017. All present voted AYE. ​Motion                       
carried. 
 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Smith announced that Ms. Murray is back at work following an extended absence.                           
Staff is working to get the 2016 Mission Farm & Flower Market underway, and have                             
been contacting farmers and vendors. A Market Committee meeting that was recently                       
cancelled due to the weather will be rescheduled in February. She thanked the Public                           
Works staff for their hard work in removing the recent snow. She announced that in                             
February it will be one year since the Community Center Task Force concluded their                           
work. An update on the progress on recommendations will be presented to Council in                           
the next few months. The City will assist the NE Johnson County Chamber in hosting                             
Legislative Breakfasts at the Community Center in February, March and April. She also                         
Council recently received a letter from a resident requesting they consider                     
establishment of a dog park. This will be considered as part of the Parks Master Plan                               
process. Ms. Smith also announced that the filing deadline for the April 2016 election is                             
Tuesday, January 26th at 12:00 noon. Anyone wishing to file for office should contact                           
the City Clerk. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

  
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Kring ​to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. All present                             
voted AYE.  ​Motion carried. 
 
  
 
Respectfully submitted by Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk. 
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_______________________________ 
Steve Schowengerdt, Mayor 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk  


