
 
MINUTES OF THE MISSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING, FEBRUARY 18, 2015 

The Mission City Council met in regular session at Mission City Hall on Wednesday,                           
February 18, 2015. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Schowengerdt. The                         
following councilmembers were present: Jennifer Cowdry, Suzie Gibbs, Debbie Kring,                   
Amy Miller, Pat Quinn, Arcie Rothrock, David Shepard, and Jason Vaughn.   
 

APPOINTMENT 
Jason Vaughn, Ward I Councilmember  

 
Mayor Schowengerdt placed before Council the recommendation of Jason Vaughn for                     
appointment to Council to fill the vacancy in Ward I, following the recent resignation of                             
Steven Lucas. He stated that Mr. Vaughn was selected from a group of six very                             
qualified applicants for this vacant position, and following interviews with the Mayor,                       
Councilmember Shepard and Councilmember Quinn, he is being unanimously                 
recommended for this position. 
 
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Miller to uphold the appointment of Jason Vaughn as                           
Councilmember for Ward I to fill the current vacancy. Voting AYE: Cowdry Gibbs,                         
Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard. ​ Motion carried. 
 
Ms. Sumrall administered the oath of office to Councilmember Vaughn, who then took                         
his place for the remainder of the meeting. 
 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
Police Department Life Saving Award 

 
Chief Hadley recognized Office Tim Gift with the Police Department’s Life Saving Award                         
for his efforts to resuscitate a woman on January 4th. Chief Hadley stated that this is                               
Officer Gift’s second Life Saving Award since 2009. Officer Gift was congratulated and                         
he introduced his wife who was in attendance.  

 
Rushton Arbor Day Poster Winner 

 
Karin Capron, Tree Board Chairperson, stated that this year’s theme for the Arbor Day                           
Poster competition is “Treea are Terrific in Kansas Cities and Towns,” and stated that                           
42 Fifth Graders from Rushton Elementary participated. The winning poster was drawn                       
by Quina Youngblood. Quina’s poster will be submitted to the statewide competition.                       
Quina and her family were introduced and congratulated on her beautiful poster. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Moved by Miller, seconded by Cowdry ​to approve the Consent Agenda, items 3a                         
through 3f. Councilmember Gibbs stated that she would abstain from voting on the                         
minutes only as she was not at the January 21st meeting. 
  
3a.  Minutes of the January 21, 2015 City Council Meeting 
3b. DWI Ordinance Amendment 
3c. Purchase of Mobile Vision Server and Booking Room DVR 
3d. Resolution Declaring Surplus Property 
3e. Johnson County Fiber Connection to Public Works Facility 
3f. Street Program Geotechnical Services 
 
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard. ABSTAIN:                   
Vaughn. ​Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments. 
 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

Councilmember Miller did not have a report as all items were considered under the                           
Consent Agenda. 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

KDOT Funding Commitment for Turkey Creek Trail Initial Design Grant 
 

Councilmember Cowdry stated that in 2014, the City applied for MARC’s Planning                       
Sustainable Places Grant to fund design and preliminary engineering for Mission’s                     
segment of the Turkey Creek Trail. Mission was selected as one of 13 awardees for a                               
grant award of $69,570 to be matched with $39,000 from the Parks & Recreation Sales                             
Tax Fund providing total funding in the amount of $108,570. It was learned after the                             
City’s application was submitted, that federal funding requires the City to commit to                         
construction of the project within the next 10 years. If the City does not construct the                               
project, all federal grant funds would potentially have to be reimbursed to KDOT. She                           
stated that this design process will provide the City with accurate costs of construction                           
and position us to leverage funding for the construction of the trail at a future date. In                                 
order to plan for a possible repayment of these funds, staff has recommended reserving                           
$8,700 annually for the next 8 years from the Parks & Recreation Sales Tax funds to                               
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repay the grant should the project not proceed. It is very rare for preliminary                           
engineering and design to receive federal funding. As a result, KDOT has elected to                           
oversee this project directly, which requires the City executing and submitting Form                       
1302 committing our matching funds. 
 
Moved by Cowdry, seconded by Shepard to authorize the signing and submittal of                         
KDOT Form 1302 committing the City’s local matching funds for the Turkey Creek Trail                           
Initial Design Grant. 
 
Councilmember Cowdry stated that several months ago she asked if this would cost                         
more than $40,000 ($39,000 match) and now we know that should the project not move                             
forward the City would be responsible for $110,000. She expressed her concerns with                         
the process and what she believes was “misleading” information to build this trail. She                           
feels the one­mile section of the trail in Mission is too expensive and stated that there                               
are other priorities for Mission to fund. She also stated that this is a “regional” trail and                                 
that others can assist with completing this connection if it is a priority regionally. 
 
Councilmember Shepard stated that even though he was surprised by the possible                       
repayment requirement for this grant, he does not believe information was withheld. He                         
supports accepting the grant for the preliminary engineering and design as he feels this                           
is in the best interest of the City. He also noted that we have 10 years to build the trail                                       
and there is only the “potential” to have to repay the full grant. He stated that as a                                   
regional trail, the Turkey Creek Trail fits into our vision, and that there are many people                               
in the community who support this project. 
 
Councilmember Quinn stated that he originally supported acceptance of the grant, but                       
he has recently walked the trail and does not feel that he fully understands the                             
connection that is Mission’s portion. He would like to see this issue tabled for a month                               
to allow for further discussion and so that Councilmember Vaughn will have time to                           
review this information prior to voting on the issue. 
 
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Rothrock to table final consideration of the KDOT                         
Funding Commitment for Turkey Creek Trail Initial Design Grant until the March 18,                         
2015 City Council Meeting to allow for further discussion at the March Community                         
Development Committee meeting.   
 
Councilmember Kring stated that she is “pro trail,” but is concerned with its safety in                             
several areas. She noted the sidewalk connection over I­35 on Antioch, and said she                           
would be concerned for bikers, strollers, etc. in this area. She would like for the trail to                                 
have a better connection to Merriam. 
 
Councilmember Miller stated that this issue can be put off, but that she will not support                               
it. She stated that she does support a walkable community with trails and sidewalks,                           
but she feels there are more important priorities than the Turkey Creek Trail, which does                             
not run through the center of town. She also feels there are more residents opposed to                               
this trail than those who support it. Councilmember Miller stated that Mission’s section                         
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will not complete the trail as there are still unfinished portions in Kansas City, Missiouri                             
and Kansas City, Kansas, and that she also has safety concerns. She also noted the                             
trails location in a floodplain. She discussed various aspects of the proposed trail and                           
her specific concerns with each, including connection (“bridge”) near I­635 between                     
Overland Park and Mission, bicyclists and wildlife using the trail/bridge, the need to                         
consider bringing the trail through the heart of Mission, and to cross Metcalf where it                             
would be a narrower connection. She stated that the cost of this initial design would be                               
equal to 1 mill and noted the shortfall in our current stormwater utility fund.                           
Concilmember Miller stated that she did not realize through earlier discussions that the                         
trail must be built along Turkey Creek, and that if this project were to move forward it                                 
should be built in an area that would make it less expensive. 
 
Councilmember Shepard again stated that he supports moving forward with the design                       
and preliminary engineering for the Turkey Creek Trail so that we will have full                           
understanding of the location and cost of the trail. He stressed that we would not build                               
a trail that is unsafe, and that until the initial design is complete this is all speculation.                                 
He stated that he is not opposed to tabling this issue until March.   
 
Ms. Smith noted that Merriam has completed their portion of the trail, which includes                           
some sidewalks. She stated that Overland Park has not yet completed the end of the                             
trail in their city as KDOT would not allow them to have the trail dead­end in KDOT’s                                 
right­of­way. KDOT will approve Overland Park’s completion of their section of the trail                         
once they know Mission’s section will also be completed. She also stated that KDOT                           
will be completing the slope stabilization for the trail under I­635, and near Streamway                           
Park and Foxridge Drive the connection is through a private street that may require                           
some repairs. MARC and Kansas City, Kansas do not have a specific trail alignment for                             
that area, but it anticipated that it will be along Merriam Lane as improvements are                             
made to that street. 
 
Councilmember Cowdry again stressed that this is a regional project, but that the most                           
expensive section of the trail is in Mission with the least taxpayer base. She would like                               
to see additional regional funding for this portion of the trail. 
 
Discussion by Council continued on the alignment of the trail near Turkey Creek which                           
is a floodplain, and whether additional upkeep and/or other improvements would be                       
required. Councilmember Shepard stated that this project needs to be considered in                       
sequence, and that this preliminary study is needed to take the first step forward for the                               
project. He feels this is a good use of taxpayer dollars and staff time, and noted that we                                   
are not committing to a $2,000,000 trail tonight. Since the trail is a regional project it                               
could get grant funding in the future. Councilmember Miller expressed her concerns                       
with setting aside $8,700 annually for the potential repayment of these funds, as she                           
feels this money could be used on an annual basis for other needed services. Ms.                             
Smith stated that since we do not have KDOT’s final agreement for this grant, it would                               
be fine to table this issue until March. 
 
Councilmember Shepard called the question on tabling the issue. Mayor Schowengerdt                     
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stated that there are members of the public who would like to comment and opened up                               
the floor to public comments prior to voting on the tabling of the issue. 
 
Eric Rogers, Bike/Walk KC, stated that there is a great deal of interest in this trail from                                 
his organization’s membership. He believes that the Planning Sustainable Grants                   
funding is a pragmatic and responsible approach to moving forward with the trail in                           
Mission.  He noted the following: 
 

● Trail benefits many communities 
● Makes Mission more walkable and vibrant 
● Residents want options for both transit and exercise 
● Mission is a leader in the region for sustainability 
● Trails increase home values by approximately 15% 
● Businesses will see an increase in shoppers and sales 
● Trail benefits both Mission residents and visitors 
● He bikes to Mission’s Target store from mid­town 
● This study will assist with solving any safety issues 

 
He concluded by asking that Council not table this issue and that they vote on it tonight. 
 
Lawrence Andre, Mission resident, stated that Council has many issues and priorities                       
that they are currently considering, and the Turkey Creek Trail may not rank highly                           
among those. He feels that too much energy is being expended on this issue, and                             
reminded Council that budgets and policies change over the years. He expressed his                         
regrets over not working to get this trail completed during his tenure on Council as this                               
is a quality of life issue. He encouraged Council to make a decision on this trail one                                 
way or the other and to then move on to other issues. 
 
Frank Bruce, Mission resident, stated that historically Mission has been stringent with                       
spending money and suggested that this trail would work better if it was on the north                               
side of I­35. It would then be out of the floodplain, but still connect regionally. He noted                                 
the debris is left high in the trees on the south side of I­35 when there is flooding and                                     
discussed the impact this would have on the trail if placed there. He stated that we                               
need a trail link to Mission, but not this expensive project. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion to table this issue. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs,                             
Kring, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard, Vaughn.  NAY:  Miller. ​ Motion carried. 
 
 

MARC Sponsor Agreement for Turkey Creek Trail Intial Design Grant 
 

This item was not considered as it was contingent upon the passage of the previous                             
agenda item, which was tabled. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

Councilmember Gibbs thanked all who participated in the Holiday Family Adoption                     
Program.  She stated that approximately 150 people helped with this effort.  
 
Councilmember Gibbs announced that the Mission Magazine will be mailed the week of                         
February 23rd. 
 
Councilmember Gibbs announced that we will have a “Birthday Card Shower” for                       
Countryside resident Gertrude Stern who will be celebrating her 105th birthday on                       
February 27th.  All were encouraged to send Ms. Stern a card. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

Mayor Schowengerdt thanked Council for having a “respectful” discussion on the                     
Turkey Creek Trail.  He also welcomed Councilmember Vaughn. 
 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

Ms. Smith reported that she and Mr. Martin recently met with the contractor regarding                           
the delay in installation of the Johnson Drive streetlights. The fixtures have been                         
delivered and the poles will soon be delivered. A notice to proceed will be issued to the                                 
contractor on March 2nd, and the City has requested some compensation from them for                           
the delay in the installation. She stated that as the lights are installed, parking the                             
specific blocks may be reduced while work is being conducted, but there should not be                             
lane closures. 
 
Ms. Smith thanked all who participated in the Parks Master Plan and Comprehensive                         
Plan Open House. There were approximately 60 attendees at this first public form for                           
our visioning process. 
 
Councilmembesr interested in attending either the State of the County luncheon on                       
March 24th or the Rushton PTA Auction on March 7th should contact the City Clerk. 
 
Councilmember Gibbs was wished an early “happy birthday.” 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Moved by Miller, seconded by Cowdry to adjourn to Executive Session for 10                         
minutes to discuss current litigation. Also attending will be City Administrator Laura                       
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Smith and City Attorney David Martin. The Council will reconvene in the Council                         
Chambers at 8:11 p.m. 
 
Council adjourned to Executive Session at 8:01 p.m. 
 
Council reconvened in Council Chambers at 8:11 p.m. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

  
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Kring ​to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 p.m. All present                             
voted AYE.  ​Motion carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted by Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk. 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Steve Schowengerdt, Mayor 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk  


