
 
MINUTES OF THE MISSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING, JANUARY 21, 2015 

The Mission City Council met in regular session at Mission City Hall on Wednesday,                           
January 21, 2015. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Schowengerdt. The                         
following councilmembers were present: Jennifer Cowdry, Debbie Kring, Amy Miller, Pat                     
Quinn, Arcie Rothrock, and David Shepard.  Absent:  Suzie Gibbs.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Gateway Special Benefit District 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt stated that this is a public hearing on the Gateway Special Benefit                           
District, opened the public hearing, and invited comments from the public. 
 
Korb Maxwell, Polsinelli, attorney for Gateway Developers, appeared before Council to                     
express his concerns and those of his client regarding the imposition of this assessment                           
at this time. Mr. Maxwell apologized for Mr. Valenti being unable to attend and stated                             
that they feel it is regrettable this hearing is being held at this time. He discussed Mr.                                 
Valenti’s long relationship with the City, the current project plan for the site and a                             
potential revised plan being developed, and questioned why the City has chosen this                         
time to move forward with this assessment. Mr. Maxwell stated that there is still time in                               
2015 to move forward with this, but asked that the vote on the ordinance tonight be                               
tabled until further discussion on the project can take place. He discussed the history of                             
the site and project, and again stated his concerns with the timeline of imposing this                             
assessment. 
 
Gary Anderson, Gilmore & Bell, discussed the background and process for this                       
assessment, the $12,000,000 in stormwater improvements that the City has completed                     
at the site, and the financing anticipated in the development agreement that would                         
reimburse the City for these expenses. He also provided information on the current                         
process to initiate the assessment, and stated that if the ordinance being considered                         
tonight is approved, notice will be sent to the property owner giving them 30 days to                               
prepay the assessment or it will be certified to the County and appear on their                             
December 2015 tax bill. Councilmember Shepard questioned whether the ordinance to                     
impose the assessment, which is on tonight’s agenda, must be approved tonight                       
following the public hearing or if it can be voted on at a later date. Councilmember                               
Miller stated that this is not the first time the developer is hearing of this benefit district                                 
and assessment, and that it is included in the signed development agreement.                       
Councilmember Shepard noted that the property is in the floodplain and that this had to                             
be mitigated for improvements to be built on it. Councilmember Quinn asked if there is                             
a “downside” to holding off on approval of the ordinance to allow additional time to work                               
on another plan for the site. Mr. Anderson stated that it is up to Council as to whether                                   
they vote tonight or wait, and provided information on the time required for publication,                           
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etc. prior to certifying this assessment to the County Clerk in August. 
 
Councilmember Quinn asked Mr. Maxwell when he anticipates another plan being ready                       
for submission to the City. He stated that the developer should have cost estimates                           
within the next week and a plan to present within 3060 days. Mayor Schowengerdt                           
questioned whether the ordinance, if passed tonight, would become effective and the                       
assessment implemented immediately. Mr. Anderson stated that if Council would like                     
further time to consider this issue, then he does not recommend voting on the ordinance                             
tonight and that no additional notice is required in this process. Councilmember Kring                         
expressed her concerns with Mr. Valenti’s presentation in November. Mr. Maxwell                     
stated that the developer now has significant elements of mixeduse/multistory                   
buildings as required by the MXD zoning requirement. He stated that any new plan will                             
meet the MXD requirements, but that consideration of this assessment at this time puts                           
significant pressure on the project. He stressed that he does not feel this needs to                             
happen tonight and again requested that Council delay this issue for several months.                         
Mr. Anderson and Ms. Smith stated that in order to meet the certification deadline for                             
the County, this issue would need to be considered no later than June and preferably in                               
May. Councilmember Quinn noted that even if the ordinance is tabled, the timeline for                           
approval of a new plan would take longer than several months (past May or June). Mr.                               
Anderson confirmed that this is a complicated issue and stated that if timeline is missed,                             
it would be another year before the assessment could be placed on the property                           
owner’s tax bill. Councilmember Miller asked for additional information on what the                       
“substantial completion” date was in the development agreement. Mr. Anderson said                     
that it was December 2015 and that there are other milestones that must be met also.                               
He also stated that it was originally anticipated that reimbursement to the City would                           
come from TIF and CID funds so that it would not be necessary to ever impose this                                 
assessment if the project were built.   
 
Frank Bruce, Mission resident, stated that he feels Mission residents’ patience has run                         
out with this developer and noted that there seems to be quite a bit of development in                                 
other parts of the Kansas City area. He feels that with the City’s investment in                             
stormwater improvements and loss of sales tax revenues, the City needs to “draw a line                             
in the sand” to get some sort of development underway at the site. He also questioned                               
why Walmart has not begun building. 
 
Jim Carlett, Mission resident, discussed the history of development plans throughout the                       
city, stating that he feels the caliber of many project has gone “downhill” from an                             
Aquarium at the Gateway to “section 8” apartments in the West Gateway area and                           
senior living on the north side of town. He stated that the values of all properties in                                 
Mission are based on how the entire City is doing, and is concerned that there is a                                 
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downhill trend in Mission. 
 
Roman Garcia, Mission resident, stated that he feels the City needs to recoup this                           
investment as soon as possible, and that moving forward with this assessment will put                           
pressure on the developer to get the project underway. 
 
Beth Garcia, Mission resident, stated that she has seen other positive development in                         
Mission, so she does not understand why this project is not moving forward. She stated                             
that the economy is recovering so this should help the project get underway. 
 
Ms. Smith clarified how this special assessment works, noting that we have one                         
opportunity this year to certify the assessment to the County in August so that it will be                                 
on the December property tax bill. She stated that once on the tax bill, the property                               
owner will be able to contest the bill so it is not guaranteed that the assessment amount                                 
on the tax bill will be received in December. She also noted that this is not a fine on the                                       
developer, but rather a special assessment for the stormwater improvements that were                       
made on the site. 
 
Monica Roy, Mission resident, questioned whether the Gateway property owner was                     
current on his property taxes. Ms. Smith stated that as of today, the first half due has                                 
not yet been paid.  Ms. Roy also questioned how “solvent” the developer is. 
 
There being no further public comments, the public hearing was closed at 7:30 p.m. 
 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
Chief Hadley remembered Olathe Officer Kern who recently passed away at his home                         
while preparing his motorcycle for a Presidential escort. He stated that Officer Kern                         
worked with many officers in Mission and will be missed. 

 
Police Department Lifesaving Award 

 
Chief Hadley recognized Angel TorresMolina for his recent efforts to save Cassandra                       
Ballard whose car was upsidedown in Turkey Creek following a rollover accident. Mr.                         
TorresMolina was presented with the City of Mission’s Life Saving Award. Ms. Ballard                         
and her family were also present and thanked Mr. TorresMolina. Councilmember                     
Quinn praised Mr. TorresMolina for stopping and helping, when so many drivers would                         
simply drive by. 

 
Police Department Sergeant Promotion 
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Chief Hadley introduced Pete Martin, recently promoted to Sergeant. Sgt. Martin’s sons                       
assisted in the pinning ceremony and he was congratulated by all. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Moved by Kring, seconded by Miller to approve the Consent Agenda, items 3a                         
through 3e.   
  
3a.  Minutes of the December 17, 2014 City Council Meeting 
3b. 2015 Legislative Policy 
3c. IT Services  Johnson County Interlocal 
3d. Resolution  Destruction of Certain Records 
3e. Selection of Councilmember Cowdry as Chair and Councilmember Quinn as  

ViceChair of Community Development Committee 
 
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments. 
 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

Gateway Benefit District Ordinance 
 

Councilmember Miller reported that at the December 17th Council meeting, the City                       
Council approved the statement of final costs and several documents related to the                         
Gateway Benefit District. Earlier during this meeting, a public hearing was held                       
regarding the levying of the assessment for the Gateway Benefit District. This proposed                         
ordinance formally establishes the levy and collection of the Gateway Benefit District                       
special assessments as previously authorized by Resolution No. 659. Once the                     
ordinance is approved and published, a notice of assessment will be mailed to the                           
property owner. They will then have a 30day period following publication of the                         
ordinance within which they may satisfy the assessments in full. If that does not occur,                             
the City will certify the assessment to the County Clerk’s office with the budget in                             
August 2015. 
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring to approve an ordinance levying special                       
assessments on certain property to pay the costs of internal improvements in the City of                             
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Mission, Kansas, as previously authorized by Resolution No. 659 of the City; and                         
providing for the collection of such special assessments. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Kring,                       
Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  Motion carried. 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 
Launch Development Predevelopment Agreement 

 
Councilmember Cowdry stated that Launch Development currently owns the 9.6 acre                     
parcel of land south of 51st Street and Barkley. This site is designated as “High Density                               
Residential” in Mission’s Comprehensive Plan. In 2007, Council approved a site plan                       
for a 203unit independent senior living housing development at this site, but the project                           
failed to move forward. The developers are now proposing the development of 204                         
“high end” marketrate, nonage restricted apartments at this location. Because of the                       
slope of the site and in order to achieve the minimum number of units to provide for                                 
economies of scale, structured parking will be required under the apartment building.                       
The added cost of structured parking may result in a project financing gap, causing the                             
developers to request the City consider certain incentives for the project to move                         
forward. She reported that the proposed predevelopment agreement would designate                   
Mission Development LLC and Launch Development LLC as the “Developer of Record”                       
for six months, and states that the development is contingent on the satisfactory                         
negotiation of a Final Agreement, completion of the required Planning and Zoning                       
process, and agreement on any public improvements and development design.                   
Additionally, the developer will establish a $10,000 fund to reimburse any City expenses                         
incurred during discussion and review of a final development agreement. This                     
Predevelopment Agreement does not obligate the City to approve the final development                       
or any public incentives.  
 
Councilmember Shepard asked if a representative of the project was available to speak                         
to Mr. Carlett’s concerns expressed during the public hearing, specifically the terms “at                         
or above market rate” apartments, and why senior living is not a viable option for this                               
site. He also stated that he thinks it is great to see the development of new apartments                                 
on this vacant site. 
 
Jim Carlett, Mission resident, again stated that he is concerned with this project turning                           
into “lowend” apartments. 
 
Craig Latter, Launch Development, provided information on the proposed apartments,                   
including information on what “highend, market rate” apartments are, the previous                     
proposal for senior living at the site that was not developed due to the recession, and                               
Launch’s work with new partners for this development and their successful development                       
of these types of apartments all over the Kansas City area. He stated that these will be                                 
approximately 1,000 sq. ft., have granite countertops, and rent for approximately $1,100                       
per month. 
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Moved by Cowdry, seconded by Quinn to approve the Predevelopment Agreement                     
with Mission/Launch Development for consideration of multifamily development on 9.6                   
acres of land south of 51st Street and Barkley Street.. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Kring,                           
Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  NAY:  Miller.  Motion carried. 
 

Resolution and Letters of Support, Brinshore Development 
 

Councilmember Cowdry reported that, as a component of financing the Herald Corner                       
project, Brinshore Development applied for Low Income Housing Tax Credits from the                       
Kansas Housing Resource Corporation during the 2014 funding cycle. This project was                       
not funded in 2014, but scored 19th out of 51 applicants with the top 17 receiving                               
funding. In July 2015, Council voted to amend and extend the Development/Purchase                       
Agreement to allow Brinshore and opportunity to reapply for tax credits in 2015. As                           
part of the 2015 application, a resolution and letters of support for the project are                             
required from the City of Mission. If Brinshore is successful in obtaining tax credits,                           
work would then begin on review of the TIF Redevelopment Project Plan application                         
and it is anticipated that closing on the property and construction would begin in the fall                               
of 2015. 
 
Moved by Cowdry, seconded by Quinn to approve the resolution affirming support for                         
the proposed 32unit affordable senior housing project by Brinshore Development LLC                     
at 7080 Martway Street in the City of Mission, Kansas. Councilmember Shepard                       
clarified that these are not “section 8” units, but that they are considered “low income”                             
which it tied to the requested tax credits. He stated that there will also be a few “market                                   
rate” apartments as part of this development. He discussed the benefits of a project like                             
this at this location, noting the many difficulties of building on this site. The old Neff                               
Printing building will also be demolished. He stated that he is optimistic about this                           
project that will allow for affordable housing for our seniors to age in place.  
 
Councilmember Kring questioned the next steps for this project and Ms. Smith noted                         
that Council will have additional opportunities to evaluate and vote on this project if it                             
moves forward 
 
The question was called. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Kring, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.                     
NAY:  Miller.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cowdry, seconded by Shepard that the letters of support for the Brinshore                           
project application be signed and submitted. There was no discussion following this                       
motion. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Kring, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard. NAY: Miller. Motion                     
carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Councilmember Miller announced that there will be a Ward II meeting next Thursday,                         
January 29th at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center.  All were invited to attend. 
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Councilmember Kring announced that the Johnson Drive Task Force recently held their                       
first meeting and there were many great ideas. She encouraged public input and                         
provided information on several of the ideas generated at the meeting. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

Mayor Schowengerdt announced that he will be appointing a task force to again                         
consider redistricting of Mission’s wards. The task force members will include                     
Councilmember Quinn, Councilmember Rothrock, and Planning Commissioners Mike               
Lee, Brad Davidson, and Carla Mills. Ms. Smith will staff the task force. A date has not                                 
yet been established for the group’s first meeting. 
 

Appointments 
Mission Convention & Visitors Bureau 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt placed before Council the appointments of Delsie Chambon                   
(Ward 3), Leslie & Cale Herring (Ward 3), Philip Loflin (Ward 4), Bill McCrea (Ward 2),                               
Deborah Rushing (Ward 3), Sandi Russell (business owner), and Dale Warman (NE                       
Johnson County Chamber) for appointment to the Mission Convention & Visitors Bureau                       
with terms expiring December 31, 2016 
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring to uphold the appointments of Delsie Chambon,                         
Leslie & Cale Herring, Philip Loflin, Bill McCrea, Deborah Rushing, Sandi Russell, and                         
Dale Warman to the MCVB with terms expiring December 31, 2016. Voting AYE:                         
Cowdry, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  Motion carried. 

 
Parks & Recreation Commission 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt placed before Council the appointments of Mary Funk (Ward 4),                       
Anne O’Leary (Ward 1), Mark Raduziner (Ward 4), and Walt Seibert (Ward 2) for                           
appointment to the Parks & Recreation Commission with terms expiring December 31,                       
2016. 
 
Moved by Cowdry, seconded by Kring to uphold the appointments of Mary Funk,                         
Anne O’Leary, Mark Raduziner, and Walt Seibert to the Parks & Recreation                       
Commission with terms expiring December 31, 2016. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Kring,                     
Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  Motion carried. 
 

Sustainability Commission 
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Mayor Schowengerdt placed before Council the appointments of John Arnett (Ward 4)                       
and Frank Bruce (Ward 3) for appointment to the Sustainability Commission with terms                         
expiring December 31, 2015, and Bill Nichols (Ward 4), Manny Trillo (Ward 3), Andy                           
Hyland (Ward 3), and Nicole Moran (Ward 2) for appointment to the Sustainability                         
Commission with terms expiring December 31, 2016. 
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Miller to uphold the appointments of John Arnett and                           
Frank Bruce for appointment to the Sustainability Commission with terms expiring                     
December 31, 2015, and Bill Nichols, Manny Trillo, Andy Hyland, and Nicole Moran for                           
appointment to the Sustainability Commission with terms expiring December 31, 2016.                     
Voting AYE:  Cowdry, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  Motion carried. 
 

Tree Board 
 

Mayor Schowengerdt placed before Council the appointment of Gordon Kempf (Ward 2)                       
for appointment to the Tree Board with a term expiring December 31, 2016. 
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Shepard to uphold the appointment of Gordon Kempf                         
to the Tree Board with a term expiring December 31, 2016. Voting AYE: Cowdry,                           
Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  Motion carried. 
 

Appointment of City Officials 
 

Mayor Schowengerdt placed before Council the appointment of Donald Chamblin as                     
City Treasurer, Keith Drill as Municipal Court Judge, and David Bell, Nathan Owings                         
and Robert Scott as Municipal Judges Protem. 
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Quinn to uphold the appointment of Donald Chamblin                         
as City Treasurer, Keith Drill as Municipal Court Judge, and David Bell, Nathan Owings                           
and Robert Scott as Municipal Judges Protem. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Kring, Miller,                       
Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  Motion carried. 
 

Appointment of Bond Counsel, Financial Advisor, and Land Use Attorney 
 

Mayor Schowengerdt placed before Council the appointment of Gilmore & Bell as Bond                         
Counsel, Ehlers, Inc. as Financial Advisor, and Lathrop & Gage as Land Use Attorney. 
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Miller to uphold the appointment of Gilmore & Bell as                             
Bond Counsel, Ehlers, Inc. as Financial Advisor, and Lathrop & Gage as Land Use                           
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Attorney with contracts expiring January 20, 2016. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Kring, Miller,                       
Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  Motion carried. 
 
 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

Ms. Smith reported that the Comprehensive Plan and Parks Master Plan visioning                       
processes will kickoff soon. There will be steering committees for each which will                         
include representatives from Council and our boards and commissions on each.   
 
The demolition of the former Neff Printing office will begin soon. Asbestos removal is                           
complete and we are waiting for the final abatement report prior to demolition. Staff will                             
work with Panera as this demolition moves forward. 
 
Police Department vehicles have a different look as the previously applied vinyl stickers                         
have been removed.  The vehicles will now be easier to maintain. 
 
Ms. Smith read an email from Community Development Director Martin Rivarola who                       
will be leaving the City and has taken a job with MARC, thanking Council and the City                                 
for the opportunities during his 13 years with the City. He stated that he has not missed                                 
a Council meeting in 13 years, but unfortunately is sick and will have to miss his final                                 
meeting and reception. Ms. Smith praised the work of Mr. Rivarola and thanked him for                             
his service to the City and his vision for our community. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
  
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Miller to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. All present                             
voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted by Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk. 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Steve Schowengerdt, Mayor 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk  


