
 
MINUTES OF THE MISSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING, SEPTEMBER 17, 2014 

The Mission City Council met in regular session at Mission City Hall on Wednesday,              
September 17, 2014. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Schowengerdt. The             
following councilmembers were present: Jennifer Cowdry, Suzie Gibbs, Debbie Kring,          
Steven Lucas, Amy Miller, Pat Quinn, Arcie Rothrock, and David Shepard.  
 

REVISED AGENDA 
 
Moved by Gibbs, seconded by Miller to approve the Revised Agenda as printed.             
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs,Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard. Motion          
carried. 
  

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
Mission Marlins Presentation of Trophies 

 
Alyssa Ruffin, Marlins Head Coach, and assistant coaches Katie Sutton and Alex Morris             
presented Council with the Mo-Kan Swim League 2014 trophies. This year, Mission            
took 1st place in all divisions - Novice, Level II, and A, the coaches relay and the team                  
had 12 highpoint winners. Ms. Ruffin thanked the Governing Body and City of Mission              
for their ongoing support and stated that the new aquatic facility was wonderful. She              
also thanked Christy Humerickhouse, Anthony Marshall, and all the aquatic staff for            
their great help over the season. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

  
Moved by Gibbs, seconded by Miller to approve the Consent Agenda, items 3a             
through 3h.  
  
3a. Minutes of the August 20, 2014 City Council Meeting  
3b. Resolution Declaring Surplus Property 
3c. Ordinances Adopting STO and UPOC 
3d. CARS Interlocal Agreement 
  
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard. Motion           
carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments 
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FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
Council Policy on Remote Participation 

 
Councilmember Miller stated that the proposed Council Policy would allow          
councilmembers to remotely participate in a City Council Meeting a maximum of two             
times per calendar year due to personal illness, emergencies, or geographic distance.            
To preserve the integrity and confidentiality of executive sessions, these meetings are            
excluded from remote participation. The policy outlines the purpose of remote           
participation, the technology that may be used, and specific procedures, including 24            
hour notification unless there is an emergency. 
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring to approve a Council Policy 129 - Remote              
Participation in City Council Meetings and Council Committees. There was no           
discussion on this item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn,            
Rothrock, Shepard.  Motion carried. 

 
Gateway CID Ordinances 

 
Councilmember Miller stated that in February 2013, Council approved ordinances          
establishing the CIDs for the Gateway Redevelopment Project, specifying that the           
districts were to take effect on January 1, 2015. With the delays in the project               
construction, it is recommended that the effective dates for the CIDs be moved back to               
January 1, 2016. This will preserve as much flexibility as possible for the project              
moving forward. 
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring to adopt an ordinance amending Ordinance No.             
1376, authorizing the creation of the Mission Gateway Community Improvement District           
#1 in the City of Mission, Kansas; authorizing the making of certain project             
improvements relating thereto; approving the estimated costs of such project          
improvements; levying a 0.5% CID Sales Tax, providing for special assessments and            
providing for the method of financing the same, including the issuance of special             
obligation bonds and full faith and credit bonds. There was no discussion on this item.               
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard. Motion           
carried. 
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring to adopt an ordinance amending Ordinance No.             
1377, authorizing the creation of the Mission Gateway Community Improvement District           
#2 in the City of Mission, Kansas; authorizing the making of certain project             
improvements relating thereto; approving the estimated costs of such project          
improvements; levying a 0.5% CID Sales Tax, providing for special assessments and            
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providing for the method of financing the same, including the issuance of special             
obligation bonds and full faith and credit bonds. There was no discussion on this item.               
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard. Motion           
carried. 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Brinshore TIF District - Resolution Setting Public Hearing  
 

Councilmember Lucas stated that the City has adopted a Purchase and           
Predevelopment Agreement with Brinshore Development which contemplates the        
eventual sale of City-owned land at 7080 Martway for redevelopment into an affordable             
senior housing project. This agreement contemplates consideration of the TIF by the            
City. Brinshore Development has submitted an application for the creation of a TIF             
District and is in the process of preparing a Development Plan for Council consideration.              
Per State Statutes, once an application is filed, a public hearing shall be set by Council                
regarding this issue. This proposed resolution formally establishes the date, time and            
place of this public hearing as Wednesday, November 19th at 7:00 p.m., Mission City              
Hall.  This resolution does not bind the City to approval of any incentives for this project. 
 
Moved by Lucas, seconded by Miller to approve a resolution of the City of Mission,               
Kansas providing for notice of a public hearing concerning the establishment of a             
redevelopment district within the City pursuant to K.S.A. 121770 et seq as amended.             
There was no discussion on this item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas,             
Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  NAY:  Miller.  Motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Councilmember Gibbs thanked all who have donated items to the Silent Auction at the              
Arts & Eats Festival. The auction will begin at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, September 19th and                
all proceeds with go to the Holiday Family Adoption Program. She also reported that to               
date, the Art Show has sold $1,700 of art. She thanked all who participated in the                
recent neighborhood clean-up day, especially the Scouts. 
 
Councilmember Miller announced that the Ward II meeting scheduled for September           
25th has been cancelled due to a conflict. 
 
Councilmember Gibbs requested additional information on the Community Center Task          
Force, noting that an email was recently sent out to members of the group calling it a                 
“committee.” Mayor Schowengerdt stated that this is a “task force” which will be staffed              
by Laura Smith and Christy Humerickhouse. They will look at ways to improve             



 
MINUTES OF THE MISSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING, SEPTEMBER 17, 2014 

marketing of the facility and potentially increase revenues. Councilmember Cowdry,          
co-chair of the task force, stated that she is concerned with the rumors that have been                
circulating regarding this group, and stated that she believes the Community Center is a              
“jewel” for our city and that we must always look for ways to improve, but that                
Community Center staff are doing a great job. Discussion continued on the role of the               
task force and anticipated members. Ms. Smith stated that a letter will be sent soon               
from the Mayor with appointments to the Task Force, as well as a calendar for the work                 
of the group. The first meeting will be held on September 29th, and all minutes and                
agendas will be shared with Council and the public. She stated that all meetings are               
open to the public and those interested are welcome to attend. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT 

Appointments 
Municipal Judges Pro-Tem 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt stated that in past years, Mission has formally appointed a Judge             
Pro Tem, per our City Code, to assist the Judge when he is unavailable, there are large                 
dockets, or when a conflict may require him to recuse himself. State law also permits               
our Municipal Court Judge to appoint attorneys to act as judges pro tem when              
necessary. Our previous Judge Pro Tem, LaVonne Dailey, has retired, and Judge Drill             
has worked with these attorneys over the past several years to assist when needed. He               
stated that we have three attorneys for appointment who are all highly qualified and              
have previously volunteered their time to assist Judge Drill and our Municipal Court             
when needed. Each one is familiar with our various court dockets, procedures and             
staff.  
 
Mayor Schowengerdt put before Council the names of Robert Scott, David Bell, and             
Nathan Owings for appointment as Judges Pro Tem for Mission’s Municipal Court. 
 
Moved by Cowdry, seconded by Quinn to uphold the appointments of Robert Scott,             
David Bell and Nathan Owings as Municipal Court Judges Pro Tem. Voting AYE:             
Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  Motion carried. 
 

Tree Board 
 

Mayor Schowengerdt placed before Council the names of Brian Schmid and David            
Schwent, Ward 3, for appointment to the Tree Board with terms expiring December 31,              
2014.  
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Cowdry to uphold the appointments of Brian Schmid             
and David Schwent to the Tree Board with terms expiring December 31, 2014. Voting              
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AYE:  Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard.  Motion carried. 
 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

Mr. Vernon reported that he had just returned from ICMA’s annual conference and             
thanked Council for allowing him to attend. He stated that he attended a variety of               
interesting sessions on topics such as engaging the public, performance measures, and            
involving the next generation in local government. He will provide Council with a report              
from the conference. 
 
Mr. Vernon asked Mr. Belger to provide an update on the Johnson Drive project. Mr.               
Belger reported that crews are finalizing the last three parking sections, the final base              
asphalt is being laid, and brick veneers for seat walls is being installed. He stressed               
that the contractor remains on schedule. An update on the contract for the Johnson              
Drive Streetlights was also provided, with Mr. Belger noting that instead of including the              
streetlights as a change order to the current contract, this will need to be approved by                
Council as a separate contract with Mission. He stated that this will not slow-up the               
project, and that there will not be an increase in the cost.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Miller to adjourn to Executive Session for 20 minutes              
for discussion of a personnel issue of non-elected personnel. Also attending will be City              
Attorney David Martin. The Council will reconvene in Council Chambers at 7:45 p.m.             
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Lucas, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard. Motion           
carried. 
 
Council adjourned to Executive Session at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Council reconvened in Council Chambers at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Moved by Cowdry, seconded by Miller to adjourn to Executive Session for and             
additional 15 minutes for discussion of a personnel issue of non-elected personnel.            
Also attending will be City Attorney David Martin. The Council will reconvene in Council              
Chambers at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Council adjourned to Executive Session at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Council reconvened in Council Chambers at 8:00 p.m. 
 



 
MINUTES OF THE MISSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING, SEPTEMBER 17, 2014 

Other 
 

Councilmember Gibbs encouraged all to help with the Arts & Eats Festival/Battle of the              
Brisket and thanked Carl Casey who will be preparing a BBQ lunch for those helping               
with set-up on Friday.  
 
Councilmember Shepard announced that the final Johnson Drive Parking Task Force           
meeting will be on Tuesday, September 23rd and the group will then present their              
recommendations at the next Council committee meeting. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
  
Moved by Rothrock, seconded by Cowdry to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m. All              
present voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted by Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk. 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Steve Schowengerdt, Mayor 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk  


