
 
MINUTES OF THE MISSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING, MAY 20, 2015  

The Mission City Council met in regular session at Mission City Hall on Wednesday, May 20,                               
2015. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Schowengerdt. The following councilmembers                         
were present: Suzie Gibbs, Debbie Kring, Amy Miller, Pat Quinn, Arcie Rothrock, and Jason                           
Vaughn. ABSENT: David Shepard, Jennifer Cowdry. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS  
Redistricting  

 
Mayor Schowengerdt stated that this public hearing is on the proposed changes to the Ward 1                               
and Ward 2 boundaries, which were recommended by the Redistricting Committee. This is the                           
second public hearing, and adoption of the changes will be considered by the Council at their                               
June meeting. 
 
Mayor Schowengerdt opened the public hearing and invited comments from the public. There                         
being no comments, the public hearing was closed.  
 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS  
Presentation of Tree City Award 

 
Karin Capron and Jacque Gameson came forward to present a certificate and commemorative                         
flag recognizing Mission’s designation as a Tree City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation. The                             
award has a number of requirements that the Tree Board works to fulfill each year. This is the                                   
13th year that Mission has received this recognition. The flag will be raised in Anderson Park.                               
The Council thanked the Tree Board for their work and accepted the award. 

 
National Public Works Week Proclamation 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt read and presented Public Works Director John Belger with a                       
proclamation in recognition of National Public Works Week. The Mayor and Councilmembers                       
shared stories that show the hard work and dedication of Mission’s Public Works Department.                           
John Belger thanked the Council for their appreciation, and gave credit to the Department’s                           
employees for their service to the City. 

 
Communities for All Ages Bronze Award 

 
Public Information Officer Emily Randel came forward to present a plaque recognizing Mission’s                         
designation as a Community for All Ages at the Bronze level of achievement. Mission is one of                                 
four cities in the Kansas City region to receive this award, which recognizes the City’s efforts to                                 
match services to the needs of all members of the community. She thanked the Communities                             
for All Ages Task Force for their work in early 2014 to receive this award, and noted that the                                     
Sustainability Commission has been charged with working to achieve the Silver level of                         
achievement. She thanked the Council for their support of the program. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Moved by Kring, seconded by Miller​ to approve the Consent Agenda, items 3a through 3g. 
 

3a. Minutes of the April 15, 2015 City Council Meeting  
3b. Waiver of Fireworks Ordinance ­​ Mission Summer Family Picnic  
3c. Police Department Server  
3d. Google Fiber Franchise Agreement  
3e. MIP Resolution​ ­ Designating New Contact 
3f. Johnson County Wastewater Interlocal Agreement  
3g. Operation Green​Light Interlocal Agreement 

 
Voting AYE: Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, and Vaughn.​ ​Motion carried.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Bill Nichols, Mission resident, encouraged the Council to reduce the Transportation Utility Fee in                           
the 2016 budget without raising the mill levy. He said that the Council can figure out how to do it                                       
by reducing spending. 
 
Cynthia Schoenfeld, Mission resident, expressed her concerns regarding excessive temporary                   
signage on Johnson Drive. She believes that the signage is a problem that detracts from the                               
City’s investment in the Johnson Drive project. City Administrator Laura Smith provided                       
information regarding the City’s planned sign inventory and a process to address temporary sign                           
concerns, which was presented in May to the Community Development Committee. 
 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 
Councilmember Miller did not have a report as all items were considered under the Consent                             
Agenda.  
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Mission Crossing Park Design 

 
Councilmember Quinn stated that ​the initial design for the Mission Crossing Park was discussed                           
at the February 4th Community Development Committee meeting and, at that time, specific                         
changes were requested by the committee. The revised design before the City Council reflects                           
elimination of the limestone boulders, elimination of the colored concrete, addition of the shade                           
structure, addition of 3 trash receptacles, 4 park benches, 4 picnic tables, 1 recycling                           
receptacle, 2 cigarette receptacles, and 2 pet waste systems, increased size (caliper) of trees,                           
and a bid alternate for a seating wall surrounding the center plaza area.  
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The estimated cost of the park as currently presented is $127,565.63, which does not include                             
the reinforced seating wall. Because the Mission Crossing developer contributed $100,000 to                       
assist with the design and construction of this park, the City’s net cost would be $27,565.63                               
which would be funded from this year’s CIP Park Improvement Funds. Lighting for the park will                               
be considered once the park has been constructed to ensure the lighting is properly integrated                             
with other surrounding properties. 
 
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Kring ​to accept the proposed design for the park located in                               
the Mission Crossing development at the southwest corner of Martway and Broadmoor streets.                         
Councilmember Gibbs opposed the motion, and stated that she opposed the inclusion of                         
cigarette receptacles in the park design. She believes that this encourages smoking, which is                           
contrary to the values of Mission.  
 
Moved by Gibbs, seconded by Kring to amend the design and bid documents to remove the                               
cigarette receptacles. Councilmember Miller thanked the developer for providing funding for the                       
park as part of the Mission Crossing development. The Council voted on the motion to amend.                               
Voting AYE: Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Rothrock, and Vaughn. Voting NAY: Quinn.​ ​Motion carried.  
 
The Council voted on the previous question​, to adopt the design and bid documents as                             
amended. Voting AYE: Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, and Vaughn.​ ​Motion carried.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Election of Council Committee Chairpersons and Vice­Chairpersons 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt stated that it was necessary to elect new chairpersons and                       
vice­chairpersons for the City’s two Council Committees. He asked for nominations from the                         
Council, beginning with the Chairperson of the Finance and Administration Committee.  
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Kring to elect Councilmember Rothrock as Chairperson of the                           
Finance and Administration Committee. Voting AYE: Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, and                       
Vaughn.​ ​Motion carried.  
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Gibbs to elect Councilmember Shepard as Vice­Chairperson                       
of the Finance and Administration Committee. Voting AYE: Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn,                       
Rothrock, and Vaughn.​ ​Motion carried.  
 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Rothrock ​to elect Councilmember Gibbs as Chairperson of the                           
Community Development Committee. ​Moved by Miller, seconded by Vaughn ​to elect                     
Councilmember Quinn as Chairperson of the Community Development Committee.                 
Councilmember Gibbs wished to withdraw herself from consideration. The motion to elect                       
Councilmember Gibbs was ​withdrawn by Kring. ​The Council voted on the previous                       
question to elect Councilmember Quinn as Chairperson of the Community Development                     
Committee. Voting AYE: Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, and Vaughn.​ ​Motion carried.  
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Moved by Quinn, seconded by Rothrock to elect Councilmember Gibbs as Vice­Chairperson                       
of the Community Development Committee. Voting AYE: Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock,                       
and Vaughn.​ ​Motion carried.  
 

Other 
 
Councilmember Kring asked Police Chief Ben Hadley to brief the Council on events happening                           
that day in her neighborhood. Chief Hadley discussed the response of emergency services to a                             
downed power line that morning, which electrified a single family home with residents inside.                           
The incident caused an electrical fire, extensively damaged the home’s plumbing and wiring,                         
and electrified chain link fences across the backyard.  
 
Chief Hadley praised the excellent response by Consolidated Fire District #2 and Mission Police                           
officers to the incident. Councilmember Kring thanked Chief Hadley for the Police Department’s                         
responsiveness, and noted that St. Pius had already arranged temporary housing for the                         
affected family. She said that the incident demonstrates the strength of the Mission community. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
Appointment of David Greenlee to Sustainability Commission 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt put before the Council the name of David Greenlee, Ward 3, to the                             
Sustainability Commission for a term expiring December 31, 2015. ​Moved by Kring, seconded                         
by Miller to uphold the appointment. Voting AYE: Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, and                           
Vaughn.​ ​Motion carried.  
 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

City Administrator Laura Smith began her report by introducing Public Information Officer Emily                         
Randel to provide an update on the Mission Farm and Flower Market. Ms. Randel reported that                               
the Market would open its season on June 6, from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fourteen vendors attended a                                     
May pre­market meeting, two market coordinators have been hired to staff the event, and                           
advertising and merchandising are proceeding as planned. She asked for volunteers to serve as                           
market ambassadors for three hour shifts. During council discussion, she provided a review of                           
how the Market coincides with the downtown ArtWalk, traffic control plans, and advertising and                           
media outreach strategies. The Council thanked Laura Smith, Emily Randel, and Mary                       
Schowengerdt for their work to create the Market’s inaugural year. 
 
City Administrator Laura Smith resumed her report. The annual budget continues to be                         
developed, and a calendar is available on the City website. The public dialogue regarding the                             
budget will be at the July City Council meeting, but the public is welcome at all discussions.                                 
American flags will be raised along the length of Johnson Drive in recognition of Memorial Day,                               
and a donation program has been established to sponsor flags in honor of veterans.  
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The Mission Family Aquatic Center opens on Saturday May 23rd, rain or shine, and issues with                               
the pool have been resolved at no cost to the City under the pool’s construction warranty.                               
Councilmember Quinn is involved with the Kansas City Thunder Ride, which is expected to                           
bring over 200 bikers to Mission in observance of Memorial Day. The Ride fundraises for                             
various local veterans causes. Laura Smith concluded her report. 
 
Mayor Schowengerdt recognized Boy Scouts in the audience from Troop 192 completing their                         
Citizenship and Community badge requirements. The Mayor thanked them for attending. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Moved by Kring, seconded by Quinn ​to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 p.m. All present voted                               
AYE. ​Motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk. 
 
 
 

_______________________________  
Steve Schowengerdt, Mayor  

 
 
 
_____________________________  
Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk 


