
 
MINUTES OF THE MISSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING, SEPTEMBER 16, 2015 

The Mission City Council met in regular session at Mission City Hall on Wednesday,                           
September 16, 2015. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Schowengerdt. The                         
following councilmembers were present: Jennifer Cowdry, Suzie Gibbs, Debbie Kring,                   
Amy Miller, Pat Quinn, Arcie Rothrock, David Shepard, and Jason Vaughn.   
 

 REVISED AGENDA 
 

Mayor Schowengerdt stated that item 3c has been removed from the Consent Agenda                         
due to the applicant seeking a new location for this business. 
 
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Cowdry to approve the revised agenda as printed.                         
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard, Vaughn. ​Motion                     
carried. 

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

 
Presentation of Trophies by Mission Marlins Swim Team 

 
Alissa Ruffin, Mission Marlins Head Coach, assistant coaches Alex Morris and Katie                       
Suttin, and team member Marin Ruffin presented Council with the trophies from the                         
2015 Mo­Kan Swim Championship. The Marlins took first place in all three divisions.                         
Ms. Ruffin thanked the Governing Body for their ongoing support of the Marlins, and                           
thanks Ms. Humerickhouse and her staff for going “above and beyond” to assist and                           
support the team.   
 

Introduction of John Blessing, Deffenbaugh 
 

Ms. Smith introduced John Blessing, Community Relations Manager for Deffenbaugh.                   
Mr. Blessing stated that he is excited to serve in this position for Deffenbaugh and will                               
be able to handle concerns from Mission. He provided information on the recent merger                           
of Deffenbaugh with Waste Management, and the new initiatives underway at                     
Deffenbaugh. He stated that they are very “green focused” and provided information on                         
a new $3 million compressed natural gas filling station at their location, and the addition                             
of 80 natural gas trucks that will be much quieter and have a fraction of the emissions.                                 
They are also looking to expand recycling opportunities. Councilmember Gibbs thanked                     
Mr. Blessing and Deffenbaugh for their assistance with the recent neighborhood                     
clean­up by providing two dumpsters for the weekend. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Moved by Gibbs, seconded by Kring ​to approve the Consent Agenda, items 3a, 3b,                           
3d and 3e.   
  
3a.  Minutes of the August 19, 2015 City Council Meeting 
3b. Selection of Voting Delegates for NLC Annual Business Meeting 
3c. Massage Establishment License, Body in Balance Therapeutics ­ ​REMOVED 
3d. Ordinance Adopting STO and UPOC 
3e. Safe Routes to School Award of Contract 
 
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard, Vaughn. ​Motion                     
carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Mission lifeguards appeared before Council to request an increase in pay. Aleah                       
Sadeghi, Mission resident and lifeguard, stated that the lifeguards enjoy working for                       
Mission and its residents, but they would like for Council to consider a pay increase                             
from their current hourly wage of $7.50. She noted several other cities that pay a higher                               
wage, discussed the training and responsibility of lifeguards, and stated that staffing                       
issues could be due to the current lifeguard wage. Mayor Schowengerdt thanked the                         
guards for their comments and stated that the City will look into this request.   
  

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
Purchase of Police Vehicles 

 
Councilmember Rothrock reported that for the past several years, the Police                     
Department has been working from a modified vehicle replacement schedule, deferring                     
the replacement of several vehicles. At this time, staff is recommending the                       
replacement of three Ford Taurus’ used by Police Department Administration. These                     
vehicles would be purchased through the MARC cooperative purchasing arrangement                   
and the prices are good through October 2015. The estimated cost per vehicle,                         
including accessory equipment and installation, is $35,617.72 for a total cost of                       
$106,853.16. The replacement of the patrol supervisor’s vehicle will be considered later                       
in the year pending a review of the budget. The Department anticipates a trade/resale                           
value of $10,000, bringing the net cost of the vehicle purchase to $96,853.16. 
 
Moved by Rothrock, seconded by Miller to approve the purchase of police vehicles in                           
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accordance with approved equipment replacement schedules in an amount not to                     
exceed $106,853.16 There was no discussion on this item. Voting AYE: Cowdry,                       
Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard, Vaughn. ​Motion carried. 

 
Ordinance Amending Implementation Date of Mission Gateway CID District #1 

 
Councilmember Rothrock reported that in 2013, the City Council approved ordinances                     
establishing the CID districts for the Gateway Redevelopment Project, and specified                     
that they would take effect on January 1, 2015. In 2014, Council approved additional                           
ordinances amending the CID implementation dates to January 1, 2016. The gateway                       
Developer recently requested that the implementation dates be adjusted to October 1,                       
2016. Delaying activation preserves the entire 22 year duration for collection of                       
revenues within the districts, and provides Council with the greatest degree of flexibility                         
in evaluating how CID revenues might be used. These ordinances do not include the                           
approval of any new incentives,and are just an extension of the date when CID taxes                             
are collected by the taxing authority. Two ordinances, one for each CID district, will                           
need to be approved. 
 
Moved by Rothrock, seconded by Miller to approve an ordinance amending                     
Ordinance Numbers 1376 and 1408, authorizing the creation of the Mission Gateway                       
Community Improvement District #1 in the City of Mission, Kansas; authorizing the                       
making of certain project improvements relating thereto; approving the estimated costs                     
of such project improvements; levying a 0.5% CID sales tax, providing for special                         
assessments and providing for the method of financing the same, including the                       
issuance of special obligation bonds and full faith and credit bonds. There was no                           
discussion on this item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock,                       
Shepard, Vaughn.  ​Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance Amending Implementation Date of Mission Gateway CID District #2 

 
Councilmember Rothrock stated that this second ordinance amends the implementation                   
date of Gateway CID District #2. 
 
Moved by Rothrock, seconded by Miller to approve an ordinance amending                     
Ordinance Numbers 1377 and 1409, authorizing the creation of the Mission Gateway                       
Community Improvement District #2 in the City of Mission, Kansas; authorizing the                       
making of certain project improvements relating thereto; approving the estimated costs                     
of such project improvements relating thereto; approving the estimated costs of such                       
project improvements; levying a 0.5% CID sales tax, providing for special assessments                       
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and providing for the method of financing the same, including the issuance of special                           
obligation bonds and full faith and credit bonds. There was no discussion on this item.                             
Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring, Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard, Vaughn. ​Motion                     
carried. 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Bids for Improvements to Mohawk Trail 

 
Councilmember Quinn stated Mohawk Park currently has a .4 mile asphalt walking trail                         
which has not been improved since the site was acquired in 2004. The replacement                           
trail will be in the same location as the existing trail and remain 6 ft. wide. Four bids                                   
were received for this project, with Tenoch Construction submitting the best and lowest                         
bid. Following discussion at the September committee meeting, staff requested a                     
revised bid to include the removal of an additional 300 sq. ft. of sidewalk that dead­ends                               
near the playground and eight light pole bases in the parking lot. The revised total bid is                                 
$62,635.25, which remains within the $75,000 budget originally established for this                     
project. 
 
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Kring to approve a contract with Tenoch Construction,                         
Inc. for the Mohawk Park trail reconstruction project in an amount not to exceed                           
$62,635.25. There was no discussion on this item. Voting AYE: Cowdry, Gibbs, Kring,                         
Miller, Quinn, Rothrock, Shepard, Vaughn.  ​Motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Councilmember Gibbs reported on the very successful neighborhood clean­up event in                     
Ward IV.  She thanked all who helped with this event, particularly the Boy Scouts. 
 
Councilmember Gibbs stated that the upcoming Kaw River float trip still has openings                         
available and encouraged all to participate.  The event is on Sunday, October 18th. 
 
Councilmember Gibbs asked that anyone with a special holiday tradition or collection to                         
let her know as there will be an article in the upcoming Mission Magazine highlighting                             
these traditions by residents. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Mayor Schowengerdt did not have a report. 
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Smith thanked the lifeguards for their comments and provided information on the                         
annual process for benchmarking salaries and considering increases. She stated that                     
full­time employees had been under a 3­year salary freeze which was lifted and now it is                               
time to consider part­time staff increases across departments. 
 
She stated that the Safe Routes to School Phase I Study that was approved on the                               
consent agenda will assist the city in leveraging grants funds to assist in improving                           
safety. 
 
The last two weekends of the Mission Farm & Flower Market are coming up and will                               
include an outside class by YogaFix, the Barn Players promoting their upcoming                       
production of Thoroughly Modern Milly, the Police Department will be sponsoring a drug                         
take­back program, and we will be collecting food and donations for the holiday family                           
adoption program.   
 
Ms. Smith updated Council on construction/road work in the City including mill & overlay                           
which will begin next week, and the work of Google Fiber and K&W Underground                           
(Johnson County fiber project). 
 
She has spoken with the League of Kansas Municipalities and the Johnson County                         
Election Office regarding the transition to fall elections and will be bringing forth                         
additional information to Council at their October committee meetings. 
 
Ms. Randel stated that there will be a bus tour on Wednesday, September 30th at 4:30                               
p.m. to visit recent redevelopment projects and tour streets in need of repair.   

 
ADJOURNMENT 

  
Moved by Quinn, seconded by Miller ​to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m. All present                             
voted AYE.  ​Motion carried. 
 
  
Respectfully submitted by Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk. 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Steve Schowengerdt, Mayor 
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_____________________________ 
Martha M. Sumrall, City Clerk  


