
MINUTES OF THE MISSION FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
June 1, 2016 

 
The Mission Finance and Administration Committee met at Mission City Hall, Wednesday, June                         
1, 2016 at 8:50 p.m. The following committee members were present: Pat Quinn, Arcie                           
Rothrock, Nick Schlossmacher, Debbie Kring, Kristin Inman, Ron Appletoft and Suzie Gibbs.                       
Councilmember Appletoft called the meeting to order at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Also present were City Administrator Laura Smith, City Clerk Martha Sumrall, Assistant City                         
Administrator Brian Scott, Parks & Recreation Director Christy Humerickhouse, Police Chief Ben                       
Hadley, Public Works Director John Belger, City Planner Danielle Murray, Public Information                       
Officer Emily Randel, and Management Assistant Glen Cole. 
 

Resolution Designating Surplus Property 
 
Mr. Scott provided information on items identified as surplus, including the Police Department's                         
DUI trailer, which was bought with grant funds. Because we have restrategized DUI                         
enforcement (moving to saturation patrols), the trailer will be donated to Johnson County and                           
they will use if for DUI checkpoint enforcement. They will lend the trailer out, but by donating                                 
this it falls within the parameters and purpose of the original grant. Chief Hadley stated that the                                 
funds for the trailer were from a State grant, but since Mission is focused on saturation patrols, it                                   
is no longer needed. If we keep the trailer we would need to manage and insure it. He stated                                     
that some of the equipment in the trailer will be kept by our Police Department. 
 
Councilmember Rothrock recommended that the resolution declaring surplus property for sale                     
or disposal be forwarded to Council for approval. All on the committee agreed. This will be a                                 
consent agenda item. 
 

Ordinance Amendments Adding ECigarettes to Public Smoking Ban 
 
Ms. Smith stated that following discussion at the May committee meeting, staff has prepared an                             
ordinance that would prohibit the use of ecigarettes in those places where smoking is currently                             
prohibited. She stated that consideration of this issue was originally brought forward by a                           
Mission Planning Commissioner, and noted that the proposed ordinance includes a delay in the                           
effective date until August 1, 2016 to allow time to educate businesses on this change. 
 
Councilmember Rothrock recommended that the ordinance amending Chapter 225, Article III of                       
the Code of the City of Mission, regarding the prohibition of smoking in certain public places be                                 
forwarded to Council for approval. All on the committee agreed. This will be a consent agenda                               
item. 
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Amendments to Chapter 210  Animal Control 
 
Ms. Smith stated that this issue has been discussed by Council on several occasions and in                               
response to concerns with the previous draft ordinance that would have allowed up to a total of                                 
six dogs, additional information has been provided for further discussion. She stated that the                           
most common animal control issues are barking and runningatlarge. She provided information                       
on how animal control issues are currently handled, and a matrix outlining the animal control                             
ordinances in other nearby cities. She stated that Prairie Village allows up to four animals, with                               
no more than three dogs or three cats per residence.  There is no permit required.  
 
Councilmember Appletoft stated that two dogs and two cats is the norm, but he feels allowing                               
up to six dogs is going to the extreme. He feels the Prairie Village model is a good one to follow                                         
and agrees with eliminating the need to register a third dog, as is currently Mission’s                             
requirement. Councilmember Schlossmacher agreed and stated that as someone who works                     
with pet rescue, he does not know of anyone who fosters dogs and has more than three at one                                     
time.  He agrees that the Prairie Village model is reasonable. 
 
Councilmember Schlossmacher recommended that the proposed ordinance amending Chapter                 
210  Animal Control be changed to follow the Prairie Village animal ordinance regarding the                             
number of dogs and cats allowed (no more than four with no more than three dogs or three                                   
cats).  All on the committee agreed, but this will not be a consent agenda item. 
 

Mental Health Coresponder Program 
 

Chief Hadley stated that this proposed program would provide intervention for residents                       
experiencing a mental health and/or substance abuse crisis with access to a licensed mental                           
health professional on calls for service. The program would be shared with seven cities in                             
Johnson County. The staff person will be housed at Leawood, and all cities will utilize the same                                 
report writing. The cost for Mission’s participation in this program is approximately $10,000 per                           
year. Chief Hadley explained how the program will work, and stress the benefits to Mission,                             
including: 
 

● With reduced funding at the state level for mental health facilities and personnel, other                           
solutions need to be sought, and this meets that need 

● Reduction in repeated calls for service at the same residence 
● Fewer evaluations done at local hospitals and done on scene 
● Fewer of these incidents ending in arrest 
● Ability to provide a service to our citizens and visitors in a time of crisis 

 
Councilmember Appletoft stated that Mission’s “return on investment” for this program will be                         
officers back on the street, rather than at the hospital or jail with someone, and he feels this is a                                       
wise investment that will also provide additional training for our officers. Councilmember                       
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Schlossmacher stated that he supports this program as it will increase the quality of service,                             
which will now be provided by a mental health professional.   
 
Ms. Smith stated that this program will be funded from the General Fund and Chief Hadley                               
noted that the proposed memorandum of understanding has a one year commitment. 
 
Councilmember Kring recommended that the Johnson County Mental Health CoResponder                   
Project Cooperative Memorandum of Understanding in an amount not to exceed $10,047.41 be                         
forwarded to Council for approval. All on the committee agreed, but this will not be a consent                                 
agenda item. 

 
Council Committee Structure and Frequency of Meetings 

 
Ms. Smith stated that over the past year, we have been having some difficulty in securing a                                 
quorum for the committee meetings. At the February Finance & Administration Committee                       
Meeting, the group discussed options and alternatives, but with elections pending in April, the                           
conversation was tabled until after the new Council was formed. She stated that the questions                             
tonight are whether or not Council prefers the current committee structure which requires five for                             
a quorum, or whether Council would like to return to the previous structure, with four members                               
on each committee (requires three for a quorum). She also asked if Council likes having both                               
committee meetings on one night, or on separate Wednesday nights.   
 
Councilmember Quinn stated that he would be fine with the smaller committee structure as it                             
would be easier to reach a quorum, but would like to keep both meetings on one night.                                 
Councilmember Gibbs stated that she feels having both meetings on the same night is too long                               
and would like to see meetings with long agendas moved to the second Wednesday of the                               
month. Councilmember Appletoft stated that with the current Council, reaching a quorum may                         
no longer be a problem, and stated that he understood there were previous concerns with                             
councilmembers feeling that if they were not on the committee (when four member committees)                           
their voices were not heard. Councilmember Quinn stated that he did not feel this was a                               
problem as most councilmembers come to all meetings and discussion is always open to all                             
councilmembers attending. Councilmember Appletoft added that he would prefer both meeting                     
on one night, but understands that when there are very long agendas, the second Wednesday                             
may need to be scheduled.   
 
Ms. Smith asked if there is a time limit tolerance for meetings. Councilmember Gibbs stated                             
that she feels two hours is sufficient . Ms. Smith stated that during the budget process and at                                   
year end, the second Wednesdays of the month are often used, as additional time is required                               
for budget discussions and the many yearend items that occur annually. She stated that we                             
can work to keep meetings to three hours in length.   
 
The committee recommended that both committee meetings remain on the first Wednesday of                         
the month, with the second Wednesday reserved for backup when there are lengthy agendas;                           
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that there be a 9:30 p.m. limit on meetings; and that the structure remain “committee of the                                 
whole.” Councilmember Appletoft stated that all on Council can work to manage this by                           
“tightening up” meetings by keeping on point, asking relevant questions, and allowing for                         
complete presentations that may answer many of the questions they often have on issues                           
presented.  All agreed. 

 
2017 Budget  Strategic Goals and Objectives 

 
Ms. Smith stated that Council has been provided a memo and information regarding the Council                             
Goals that were established in 2013 and a status update on each. She stated that these may                                 
not represent the priorities for the current Council, but should be useful in developing the 2017                               
Budget. She also noted that these goals and objectives may not change much in the coming                               
year, but wanted to present this update so that everyone was “on the same page” as the 2017                                   
Budget is presented. 
 
This item was informational only and no action was taken.   
 

Meeting Close 
 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting of the Finance and                               
Administration Committee adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Martha Sumrall 
City Clerk 
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