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UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 
AND WE ARE HIRING

I am a locally owned Franchisee in KC with 41 
years of experience in pizza and delivery. We 
purchased the Mission, Overland Park, Olathe, 
and Shawnee stores. I have worked in many 
different markets and believe we will be a hit 
in Kansas City Soon! I started with Domino’s in 
high school as a delivery driver and managed  
my first store as a senior in high school. As a 
GM in stores I learned change happens and 
you need to roll with it. I managed stores 
with Domino’s all over the Texas market and 
Supervised in Houston. Became a Franchisee 
in 1999 in Sweetwater TX and grew to 3 stores 
in just 4 months. I now have 11 stores and am 
working on reopening stores in KC as well as a 
few new stores in Texas. I say this not to boast 
about myself but if you are looking for a career 

then you can do the same as myself with hard 
work and a well to learn. 

I have brought Peter Toal in as a partner in KC, 
and he will be living in your market and taking 
full ownership within the next few years. Peter 
has many years of experience as well and I have 
great trust in him to help move the market in 
the right direction. 

For those of you that have had bad service over 
the past we are very sorry and would like a new 
chance. I believe we need to hire and hire the 
right people. With that being said we offer a 
great job but we have to have great people. As 
you can see below, we are offering a great deal 
and great benefits.

I would like to thank everyone 
by offering a mega special 
only in this magazine: a large 
unlimited topping with no 
double portions for just $9.99 
Carryout Only!

As for Hiring, we are looking to fill over 
40 jobs in 6 locations ASAP. 

If you apply for an Opening thru rush or 5 
to close driving position we are offering a 
$500.00 sign on bonus.

We are also offering a $1,000.00 sign on 
bonus for full time management staff. 
Restrictions apply!

5433 Johnson Dr Mission, KS 
913-387-4054

22231 W 66th St Shawnee, KS 
913-422-9494

5227 W 95th St Overland Park, KS 
913-341-6884

11036 Quivira St Overland Park, KS 
913-894-4144

2 Large 
2-toppings 
and 1 8pcs 

cheesy bread 
for $27.99

Domino’s Pizza is making improvements with your community and are looking for great people 
to serve within the community. We are hiring 22 staff members to serve our local community 
and need your help. We have made a lot of improvements in some stores with remodeling to 

update the workplace for our team members.  We are looking to build new stores and have career 
opportunities available with starting pay as GM’s $57,200 a year pulse bonus opportunity, PTO, 

Health Care, and more.

Starting pay $16.00 per hour for Assistant Managers. Pizza makers starting at 
$14.00 per hour. Delivery Drivers $8. Plus Tips average $15.-$25. an hour plus 

mileage reimbursement. 

If you have talent and a passion to serve people, we would love to help you start 
a career with Domino’s Pizza under PM Pizza LLC. 

My story is where I started as a part time delivery driver and now I am a 
Franchisee and have been for 25 years and would love to help the next 

generation to start a rewarding career. If you love to be a business owner 
Domino’s is the best in class to start your franchise opportunity. 

Order online at: Dominos.com / Apply at: Jobs.dominos.com
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Does anyone else feel like they blinked, 
and half the year disappeared? It might 
sound a little clichéd, but I’m sure 
scratching my head wondering where the 
months have gone.

We’ve been having a lot of fun putting 
together the second issue of the Mission 
Magazine for 2024. This issue really 
shines a spotlight on all things unique and 
different in Mission. I often hear people 
describe our city’s appeal as charming, 
different, and sometimes even quirky! It 
might not be on par with “Keep Austin 
Weird,” but Mission has proudly cultivated 
this perception, and I can’t wait for you to 
read about some of these local treasures! 

Our cover story features Truly Madly 
Depot, a unique gift shop that recently 
opened on Johnson Drive right by the 
Mission Market site. Owners Kimberly 
and Mathew Hoppock take great pride 
in not doing things traditionally, and 
their gift shop brings all sorts of fun, 
beautiful – and maybe even snarky – gift 
items for customers to enjoy. Stop in 
and check them out the next time you 
are downtown, and you might even get 
a warm welcome from Dolly, their first 
“Employee of the Month” (woof!).

This issue also features a fun story 
about Mission resident Joshua Murphy 
and his passion for Japanese game 
shows. I enjoyed reading about how 
he’s immersed himself in the history and 
has become a recognized historian and 
archivist, running the website JM Archives. 
Last year, Murphy had the experience of 
a lifetime when he was able to travel to 
Japan to compete on his favorite game 
show – Takeshi’s Castle. You can even go 
watch him compete and see how he did!

After traveling around the world with 
Joshua, you can circle back to Mission 
to learn about Trent Boultinghouse’s 
unique baseball collection. A Ward I 
Councilmember since 2019, Trent has 
put his own unique twist on collecting 
cards. Focused on completing Topps sets 
from 1957 and 1960, and more recently 
a 1970’s set from Venezuela, he not only 

collects cards and 
autographs, but 
also the stories and 
memories of the 
players he is able to 
connect with via his 
letter writing quest. 
Trent describes his 
collection as a source 
of joy and inspiration, 

and he hopes to pass along his love for 
the sport and its history to his young son 
someday.

Next, we have the pleasure of sharing 
the story of Mission artist Susan Speck 
whose unique, whimsical, and sometimes 
dark hand-built and molded creations 
can be found in galleries and art shows 
throughout the region. The interview with 
Susan highlights her creative process and 
her passion for passing along her craft 
to others. She frequently offers classes 
in her studio where students have the 
opportunity to learn throwing on a kick 
wheel, hand building, and refining and 
glazing. I enjoyed learning about how 
Susan's art has evolved over the years, and 
her creations are definitely one of a kind!

This issue makes another stop along 
Johnson Drive at Casey’s Auto, but maybe 
not for what you might be thinking. 
Owner Carl Casey has developed quite 
a reputation for taking care of birds, 
squirrels, rabbits, and other creatures 
in addition to keeping cars running 
smoothly. You have to get up pretty early 
(4:15 am) to catch Carl and his friends, 
but it’s no surprise to anyone who knows 
both Carl and his wife Cathy that they are 
invested in caring for all of their customers 
as well as their visiting animal menagerie.

Finally, this issue concludes with a look 
back piece about Mission’s Guinness 
World Record attempt in 2009: "The 
Largest Painting Made with Footprints." 
Officially certified by a representative on 
site, this story shares some interesting 
perspectives about building confidence 
and community. It was a nice “walk” 
down memory lane.

I hope to see you out and about this 
summer at the Mission Market, the 
Mission Family Aquatic Center, or any of 
our special events hosted by the Parks + 
Recreation Department. It’s going to be 
a GREAT summer in Mission! 

-Sollie Flora, Mayor
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Kansas City’s 
Premier Boys 

Boutique

Back to School 
Celebration

Lil’ Dudes One Year 
Anniversary Party….. 

follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram for 
Celebration details

Lil’ Dudes
6124A Johnson Dr
Mission KS 66202
(913)704.2478
kelly@shoplildudes.com
www.shoplildudes.com

• Baby & Toddler Clothing 
• Youth Collection 
• Toys & Gifts 
• Accessories 
• Fashion Forward Designs 
• Personal Shopping for that Special 
  Occasion or Everyday Needs 
• Family Owned and Operated



ave you ever arrived at 
a friend’s home only to 
see  the most interesting 
piece of decor, an item 
that makes the entire 

space stand out? Did you leave thinking 
you needed a new signature  piece for 
your home? If you are looking for the 
unusual, the weird or the wild, then you 
should head straight to a new  store in 
Mission; a store known for doing its own 
thing. 

Truly Madly Depot is an eclectic, novelty 
gift store filled with knick knacks, doo 
dads and bric-a-brac. Owners Kimberly 
and Mathew Hoppock pride themselves in 
not doing  anything traditionally, including 
when they opened the business.

“We opened on February 17, 2024. You 
know, right after all of the major shopping 
holidays were over for the season,” 
laughs Kimberly. She believes that her 
commitment to walking her own unique 
path led her to opening the store. 

“As a designer and marketer, I've spent 
most of my adult life helping build up the 
businesses of other people, ”Kimberly 
said. “Matthew is already a business 
owner, and when we talked about starting 
a second business together, a store was 
what excited me the most.”

Marching to the beat of her own drum 
also meant that first and foremost her 
store would offer things that appealed to 
her. 

“When deciding what type of store we 
wanted to open, I knew we had to sell 
things that brought us some form of joy,” 
Kimberly said. “Did it make me giggle? 

No? Was it absolutely gorgeous? No? Was 
it just weird enough to be amazing? No? 
Then it's not for our store! I wanted to 
sell things that I loved and thought others 
would love, too.” 

So that is what Truly Madly Depot 
became. A collection of special things 
from around the world (as well as from 
close to home) that make the Hoppocks 
— and their customers — happy.

Truly Madly Depot offers indie gift items 
like snarky greeting cards and unique gift 
wrap from individual artists, as well as art 
prints, funny mugs, cute trinkets, and an 
array of major-life-event gifts. Some less-
traditional items found at the shop include 
the large selection of Japanese stationery 

and other one-of-a-kind Japanese 
imports.

The Hoppocks live just a few minutes 
from the store. Last November, Matthew 
noticed a 'for rent' sign in a Johnson Drive 
storefront as he was grabbing donuts 
from Fluffy Fresh. Until that point, they 
hadn't been able to find the right location 
at the right price, so had decided to do 
e-commerce until the right spot opened 
up. Matthew called the same day he saw 
the sign, filled out an application, and 
Kimberly said the rest was something of a 
whirlwind.

It is the people they have met that 
have been the most rewarding result of 
opening their new business. Kimberly 

By Kris Baker   •   Photos by Kathy Delorenzo

Kimberly and Mathew Hoppock opened their Mission store last February.
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Dolly, Truly Madly 
Depot owners 
Kimberly and 
Mathew Hoppock's 
Japanese Chin, rests 
among the cards 
and pillows of the 
new gift store.
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Truly Madly Depot
Offers Unique Finds

H
New Mission 

store full of 

one-of-a-kind 

treasures

“When deciding what type of 
store we wanted to open, I 
knew we had to sell things that 
brought us some form of joy."

 — Kimberly Hoppock, Co-Owner



enjoys talking with customers about 
interesting items, and says these 
conversations have helped to inspire 
many product choices for the store. 

“Truly Madly Depot has been welcomed 
with open arms,” Kimberly said. “Everyone 
is so encouraging and kind. I have loved 
living and working in Mission for several 
years, and I now feel more connected to 
my neighborhood than ever.” 

Some of the store's frequent visitors 
have been people walking their dogs 
who stop in to get a treat for their 
dog. Truly Madly Depot is polite-pet 
friendly, and does have treats for all 
dogs. About half the time, you will find 

Dolly, Kim’s five-pound Japanese Chin, 
enthusiastically greeting customers. Dolly 
was proudly named Truly Madly Depot's 
first “Employee of the Month!”  

“I love that I have become friends with 
a few people who stop in just to say 'hi'  
while they're walking by,” Kimberly said. 
“I love how supportive all of the other 
shop owners on Johnson Drive have been 
as well. We're planning on collaborating 
on events for the community, and I'm so 
excited about it all.”

Truly Madly Depot is located at 5727 
Johnson Dr., Mission, Kansas. For more 
information follow  them on FaceBook @
TrulyMadlyDepot. 
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Customers at Truly Madly 
Depot can find items for 

almost any aesthetic.  
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Savor it here.
Solve it here. 
See it here. 
Study it here.
Save it here.
Start it here.
Schedule it here. 
Select it here. 
Speak it here.

Your Library card is your coupon to savings! Before you 
spend, save time and money researching expert opinions 
and advice with resources from Johnson County Library. 
Stop in or visit online today!  jocolibrary.org
No purchase necessary. No expiration. No late fees. Valid at all 14 locations. 
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No purchase necessary. No expiration. No late fees. Valid at all 14 locations. 
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No purchase necessary. No expiration. No late fees. Valid at all 14 locations. 



  n the smash hit South Korean  
show Squid Games, contestants 
compete in games with literal life 

and death consequences. Some 
of the inspiration for Squid Games 
came from a particular brand of 

Japanese game shows that have been 
growing in worldwide popularity since the 
1980s. 

Mission resident Joshua Murphy knows 
this because he has taken it upon himself 
to document the history and stories of 
Japanese game shows on his website, 
JM Archives. Though perhaps not life 
and death, Murphy  is serious about 
preserving and talking about these 
shows.  In fact, if there was competition 
on this topic, Murphy would be a world 
champion.

As a kid, while his friends were watching 
American programs like Spongebob 
Squarepants and Glee or reality shows 
like Survivor and Big Brother, Murphy 
discovered a show that would shape a 
large part of his future. Takeshi’s Castle is 
a Japanese game show that originally ran 
from 1986 to 1990. 

On the program players competed 
in physical challenges to conquer a 
castle which happened to be owned by 
Japanese comedian Beat Takeshi. The 
show became a worldwide cult hit and 
the brand of conquering funny obstacles 
inspired later shows like Wipeout and 
American Ninja Warrior.

“It started when I saw clips online,” 

Murphy said. “First it was Takeshi’s 
Castle, which became my favorite show. 
I started finding out everything I could 
about the show. I found copies of the 
shows and watched every episode over 
and over again.”

Murphy’s infatuation with Takeshi’s 
Castle soon grew into a passion for other 
Japanese game shows. Murphy has 
collected books, memorabilia and other 
artifacts from a range of Japanese shows. 

But his favorite remained Takeshi’s Castle, 
Murphy had seen every episode  multiple 
times, he had also developed a special 
talent about the show. 

“Pick a number between one and 133,” 
Murphy asks.

“84.”
“On episode 84, the games played 

were Perfection of the Border, The 
First Fortress and The Devil’s Domain,” 
Murphy said without hesitation. He 
knows every game played on every 
episode by heart. Murphy simply calls 
this ‘the trick,’ and this very specific 
talent would soon come in handy. 

In 2022 Amazon announced they were 
reviving Takeshi’s Castle and filming all 
new episodes. Murphy wondered if this 
could be his big chance.  Would the show 
be accepting international contestants? 
And if so, how would he even get to 
Japan? On top of that, there was the fact 
that Murphy didn’t speak Japanese.

Murphy hired a Japanese interpreter to 
improve his language skills.  He filled out 

the application online, which was all in 
Japanese. That led to a Zoom call with the 
show’s producers on which he shared his 
passion for Takeshi's Castle and shared his 
collection of memorabilia from the show. 
His interpreter then told Murphy to do ‘the 
trick.’

“I asked them for a number, and then 
told them all the games that had been 
played on that episode. I think that 
impressed them,” Murphy said. “They 
knew I was taking it seriously. They said 
they didn’t know anyone else in the world 
who could do that." 

After lots of COVID-19 tests and 
getting an expedited passport, Murphy 
was on his way to a country he was very 
familiar with but had never seen. 
 
A GAME IN THE LAND  
OF THE RISING SUN 

“Can I buy a vowel?”
“What is the magna carta?”
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Mission resident 
Joshua Murphy 
traveled all the 
way to Japan to 
compete on his 
favorite show.

Storming Castlethe

Mission resident Joshua MurpHY shares his love for Japanese game shows

O

Joshua Murphy 
has an extensive 

collection of 
memorabilia from 

Japanese game 
shows. He believes 
his collection could 

be one of the 
largest in the world. 

By Kris Baker • Photos by Kathy Delorenzo

 
• In his day job, he performs account 
maintenance with LPL Financial 
• He moved to Mission in 2005 to be 
closer to his work  
• In addition to appearing on the 
rebooted Takeshi's Castle on Amazon 
Prime he is also featured in  a preview 
special for the show which can be found 
on youtube.com

JOSHUA MURPHY
QUICK FACTS



“Survey says.”
These are all familiar phrases from 

American game shows. Murphy says 
the experiences and sounds from the 
Japanese game show were a little more 
in your face. In August of 2022,  Murphy 
and his fellow contestants were standing 
in mud, getting ready to scale a wall.

“There is a general that is leading all 
the contestants, and you feel like you are 
about to go to battle,” Murphy said. “I 
realized this was not about winning. This 
was about survival to say the least.”      

Murphy had met some of his fellow 
American contestants, although they 
all lived in Japan. Murphy remembers, 
“They couldn’t believe I traveled so far to 
do the show.”

But Murphy wasn’t to be discouraged. 
After the general’s instructions the group 
of around 100 contestants ran at the wall, 
attempting to scale it.

“I hung back, waiting to see if there 
was a trick,” Murphy said. When he did 
attempt to climb, large hoses began  
pelting contestants with water. “Another 
contestant grabbed me and helped me 
over. We made it and there was a real 
sense of camaraderie and achievement.”

Murphy says the rest of the filming was a 
blur, and he encourages people to watch 
the episode to see how he finished. He is 
happy with the way he was portrayed on 
the show, which first aired in April of 2023. 
He describes the rest of his time in Japan 
as fantastic, seeing the sights on a bus tour 

and visiting Midoriyama where the original 
show was filmed.

“It was a totally positive experience,” 
Murphy said. “It was very exciting. I just kept 
telling myself to enjoy every part of it.”

For Joshua Murphy, his passion 
definitely sits a little more outside 
the box. He says some people don’t 
understand his love of Japanese game 
shows. He doesn’t mind, because it 
makes perfect sense to him.

“People say it’s just a show,” Murphy 
said. “But it’s changed my life.” 

To see Murphy’s interviews with 
television personalities visit his website 
at jmarchives.com. You can see his 
appearance on Takeshi’s Castle on 
Amazon Prime.
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Items in Joshua 
Murphy's
collection include 
actual props used 
on shows like 
Takeshi's Castle.

Cancer Institute

Kansas City’s newest home for state-of-the-art cancer care is here. The 
AdventHealth Cancer Institute offers everything patients need all in one 
place – including leading-edge technology with the first and only MRI-
Guided Radiation Therapy in the KC region. Here, you’ll find a dedicated 
team that champions you, your cancer journey and the human spirit.

Visit CancerCareKC.com to learn more.

LEADING TECHNOLOGY PERSONALIZED CAREWHOLE-PERSON SUPPORT

Built to care. 
Driven to cure.

Cancer Institute

Kansas City’s newest home for state-of-the-art cancer care is here. The 
AdventHealth Cancer Institute offers everything patients need all in one 
place – including leading-edge technology with the first and only MRI-
Guided Radiation Therapy in the KC region. Here, you’ll find a dedicated 
team that champions you, your cancer journey and the human spirit.

Visit CancerCareKC.com to learn more.

LEADING TECHNOLOGY PERSONALIZED CAREWHOLE-PERSON SUPPORT

Built to care. 
Driven to cure.



14 • MISSION MAGAZINE July 2024 | 15

It’s not the Years, It’s How You Live Them
Before you decide on a retirement home, come see our Newly 
Renovated Community. Offering Condo-Style residences with 

unique options for Independent Senior Living. 

Mission Square is absolutely the Best Value for 

Active  Senior Living in the area. 

Mon-Thurs 9 AM-5PM, Fri 9 AM – 4 PM

Membership to Sylvester Powell Community Center, included, right next door

Underground Heated Parking Garage, Social Activities • All Utilities – including

 High Speed Internet & Cable • Aging-in-Place Services 

Chef Prepared Meals – Flexible Options • Essential Transportation

Visit our friendly  
Website 

www.mission-square.com

Wait List approx.  
6 mo. to 2 years  

and more

(based on desired 
plans)

Stop in or Call for Brochure with Pricing & More 

6220 Martway, Mission, Ks 66202 913-403-8200 View 2D or 3D Floor Plans & 

Community Photos at www.mission-square.com

`

www.thebarskc.com
Like us on Facebook

Happy Hour Monday-Friday 2-6pm

THE BAR IN MISSION
6101 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS 66202 

913-387-4033

THE BAR AT WEST PLAZA 
1121 W 47th St., Kansas City, MO  64111

816-216-6485

BAR WEST SHAWNEE 
7174 Renner Rd., Shawnee, KS 66217

913-248-9378

THE BAR OLATHE
14871 151st Street, Olathe, KS 66062

913-839-3800 

THE BAR PRAIRIE VILLAGE
5316 W. 95th St., Prairie Village, KS 66207

913-370-7030

5 LOCATIONS

New daily food and drink specials beginning June 1st

Request a design consultation today!
Visit our website at missionkb.com
5845 Horton, Mission, KS 66202
913-362-4242

3 Award winning 
3  Outstanding reputation for 

design and craftsmanship
3 Professional design assistance
3  NARI certified kitchen and 

bath remodeler and certified 
lead carpenters

3  Our highly skilled carpenters 
are our employees

 Award winning
 Outstanding reputation for
     design and craftsmanship
 Professional design assistance
 NARI certified kitchen and
     bath remodeler and certified
     lead carpenters
 Our highly skilled carpenters
     are our employees

Request a design consultation today!
Visit our website at missionkb.com
5845 Horton, Mission, KS 66202
913-362-4242



NEWSLETTER missionks.org

VOL. 19, ISSUE 2 – July 2024

missionks.org 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

First Wednesday every month, 6:30 
p.m. 

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Fourth Wednesday every month, 7 
p.m. 

GOVERNING BODY 

Trent Boultinghouse …… 

Arcie Rothrock ............ 913.568.2872 

Ken Davis ................... 913.669.7095 

Fall Yard Waste 
Tips 
As the leaves begin to fall 
you may be wondering what 
to do with your yard waste. 
Mission residents have sev-
eral options for Fall yard 
clean up, such as mulching 
the leaves, composting the leaves, or disposing of them through 
the weekly trash pickup. 

If you decide to bag your leaves, please ensure the yard waste is 
in biodegradable paper bags or in containers clearly marked “Yard 
Waste.” Plastic bags will not be accepted for yard waste and set 
outs should not weigh more than 40 pounds. Each household is 
allowed 10 bags or bundles of yard waste set outs per week.   

If you choose to compost your leaves, make sure to regularly turn 
the compost pile to prevent it from becoming a nuisance to neigh-
boring properties. While leaves blowing from one property to an-
other is not a violation of City Code, please consider doing your 
part to keep our neighborhoods looking clean and tidy! 

In September, Mission voters 
will have the opportunity to 
consider renewal of the exist-
ing dedicated street sales 
which helps to fund essential 
street maintenance and infrastructure projects city wide.  

Street maintenance remains a high priority for Mission resi-
dents. In the 2021 citizen satisfaction survey, 89% of residents 
expressed support for increased City investment in the mainte-
nance of neighborhood streets, and 79% indicated support for 
increased investment in Mission’s major thoroughfares.  

The sales tax, approved by voters in 2011 will expire in March 
2022. This summer, the City Council voted to place the renewal 
question on a special mail ballot election to be held in Septem-
ber. 

For more information on the sales tax renewal, the projects 
completed over the last ten years, and projects proposed for 
the next ten years, and how to vote, please visit the City’s web-
site at www.missionks.org/pavingtheway or contact Emily Ran-
del at 913.676.8368. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Community Development,
Finance and Administration

First Wednesday every month 6:30 p.m.
(overflow business considered on the second 
Wednesday of the month as necessary).

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
Third Wednesday every month 7 p.m.

COUNCIL WORK SESSIONS
Fourth Wednesday every month 7 p.m.

All meetings are open to the public.
Visit the calendar at www.missionks.org 
for a complete listing of meetings.

MAYOR
Sollie Flora 913.676.8351

WARD I COUNCIL MEMBERS
Trent Boultinghouse 620.238.0394
Josepha Haden Chomphosy 913.676.8350

WARD II COUNCIL MEMBERS
Lea Loudon 913.242.4284
Mary Ryherd 913.221.2630

WARD III COUNCIL MEMBERS
Debbie Kring 913.722.6901
Brian Schmid 913.909.9041

WARD IV COUNCIL MEMBERS
Cheryl Carpenter-Davis 816.807.0605
Ben Chociej 816.332.7985

GOVERNING BODY

MISSION CITY HALL
6090 Woodson |  Mission, KS 66202

Open Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

P 913. 676. 8350

Mission Police Citizens Academy 2024
   This 10-week program gives residents the opportunity to gain a better 
understanding of how the Mission Police Department works. The Citizens 
Police Academy meets weekly in the evening and is designed to be both 
educational and enjoyable. The Academy explores criminal and death in-
vestigations, patrol operations, DUI and traffic enforcement, interview and 
interrogation techniques, domestic violence situations and response, search 
and seizure, defensive tactics, less lethal weapons, and firearms. Participants 
also receive behind-the-scenes tours of the Johnson County Adult Deten-
tion Center, Johnson County Emergency Communications Center and the 
County’s state-of-the-art criminalistics laboratory. For more information or 
to apply for a spot, 
please visit our web-
site at www.missionks.
org//city-government/
departments/police/
community/
Applications are cur-
rently being accepted 
from interested resi-
dents.
For questions, please 
contact: Lt. Robert 
Meyers, at 
rmeyers@missionks.org 
or 913.676.8333.

Trustwell Living Mission Springs: 
The Best Kept Secret in Mission

A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  A N D  M E M O R Y  C A R E 

Whether you are a resident, 

team member, visiting family 

member or guest, every 

person who walks through 

the door of our community 

is treated like family.

5350 W. 61st Place, Mission, KS 66205

p 913.831.7700  trustwellliving.com

Please contact us today  
to schedule a private tour.

Scan for more information.

Amenities & Services

• Assisted Living, Memory 
Care, and Respite Care 

• Private, apartments in a 
variety of floorplans

• Restaurant dining with three 
meals daily and anytime snacks

• 24-hour emergency call system

• Licensed nurses 

• Personalized assistance 
and care plans

• Medication assistance

• Housekeeping and laundry service

• A full calendar of educational, 
cultural, entertainment 
and social events

• Spiritual care with regular onsite 
visits and 24-hour availability

• All utilities (except phone and cable)

• Scheduled transportation

• Onsite hair salon

• Pet friendly
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Trustwell Living Mission Springs: 
The Best Kept Secret in Mission

A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  A N D  M E M O R Y  C A R E 

Whether you are a resident, 

team member, visiting family 

member or guest, every 

person who walks through 

the door of our community 

is treated like family.

5350 W. 61st Place, Mission, KS 66205

p 913.831.7700  trustwellliving.com

Please contact us today  
to schedule a private tour.

Scan for more information.

Amenities & Services

• Assisted Living, Memory 
Care, and Respite Care 

• Private, apartments in a 
variety of floorplans

• Restaurant dining with three 
meals daily and anytime snacks

• 24-hour emergency call system

• Licensed nurses 

• Personalized assistance 
and care plans

• Medication assistance

• Housekeeping and laundry service

• A full calendar of educational, 
cultural, entertainment 
and social events

• Spiritual care with regular onsite 
visits and 24-hour availability

• All utilities (except phone and cable)

• Scheduled transportation

• Onsite hair salon

• Pet friendly

We're Back for the Summer
Come celebrate the Mission Market's 10th season Thursday's through August 

from 4:30 - 8:00 pm at the market site on Johnson Drive.
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  In May of 2024, Councilmember Josepha Haden Chomphosy (Ward I) and was sworn 
in to fill a vacancy resulting from the resignation of Hillary Parker Thomas. We wish 
Hillary and her family the best as they relocate outside of Mission, and thank her for 
her service to the City during her time on Council. Ms. Haden Chomphosy will serve 
the balance of the unexpired term, through December 2025.
 Born and raised in northwest Arkansas, Josepha is a proud alumna of William Jewell 
College. After completing her education, she decided to make Kansas City her home, 
drawn to its vibrant community and opportunities for growth.
 Outside of council, Josepha is the Executive Director for WordPress, the world’s lead-
ing open-source content management system. With a passion for fostering inclusive communities and empower-
ing creators, she leads initiatives to democratize publishing and make the web a more accessible place for all.
 Apart from her professional commitments, Josepha finds joy in exploring the local farmers markets and bar-
becue places with her husband Konstantin and their beloved dog Pepper. Whether enjoying the local cuisine 
or spending time outdoors, she appreciates the diverse experiences her community offers.
 Josepha looks forward to connecting with residents, listening to their voices, and working together to ad-
dress their needs and concerns effectively. You may reach Councilmember Haden Chomphosy at  
jhadenchomphosy@missionks.org or by calling 913.676.8350.

New Ward I Councilmember Takes Office

NEWSLETTER missionks.org

Help Us Keep Mission Looking and Feeling Its Best!
 Here are some of the most common codes violations that our Community Development team encounter 
in the spring and summer months, along with tips on how to avoid them!

Tall Weeds & Grass
 All residents must keep weeds and grass shorter than eight inches in height. Volunteer trees and vegeta-
tion as well as uncontrolled brush and woody vines are classified as nuisance weeds and should be removed. 
Sweeping or blowing lawn and yard debris into the street is prohibited.

Outdoor Storage (Nuisance)
 City Code prohibits rubbish or garbage accumulating on or in any property. This includes but is not lim-
ited to: filth, excrement, lumber, tree limbs, wood, glass, rocks, dirt, cans, containers, paper, trash, plastic, 
petroleum products, Styrofoam, metal, discarded appliances or other household items, or any other offen-
sive or disagreeable thing or substance.

Trash & Recycling Containers
 Trash and recycling should not be placed out earlier than 6:00 PM the night before your scheduled pickup 
day. Containers when stored should be kept in the garage or behind the front of the home.

Exterior Maintenance
 Property owners should keep all buildings and grounds in a clean, sanitary, and safe condition. This includes 
keeping exteriors in good repair to prevent declining property values. Neighborhood Services enforces prop-
erty codes dealing with exterior walls, guttering, roofs, windows, driveways, accessory structures and fences.

Inoperable Vehicles, 
Abandoned Vehicles and 
Parking in the Yard
 Property owners should not park 
any vehicle outdoors when such vehi-
cle is inoperable for any reason. Vehi-
cles must have current registration on 
the vehicle, be legally street operable, 
and move every 14 days. Also, vehi-
cles may not be parked in the yard at 
any time.
 If you have questions about Mission’s 
property maintenance codes or would 
like to report an issues, please feel free 
to use the “Report a Concern” feature 
on the City’s website at www.missionks.
org or contact the Community Develop-
ment Department at 913.676.8360.

 The City of Mission is proud to sponsor and host the third 
annual Go Green! Environmental Fair on Saturday, Septem-
ber 14 from 9:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m. at the Powell Community 
Center. This FREE family-friendly environmental fair will show 
you how taking small steps to reduce your carbon footprint 
at home, school, and work and will help the environment and 
save you money. Local businesses and nonprofits will provide 
information, products and services to help residents or busi-
ness owners live a more sustainable life.
 Exhibitors will lead educational sessions on all sorts of 
green topics. There will be lots of fun and activities for chil-
dren, including face painting!
 Secure eCycle will be taking old computers and electronics, 
focusing on laptops, desktops and monitors and recycling 
them at the event.
 Be sure to save the date on your calendar now!

Go Green!
Environmental Fair 2024
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Memorial Flag Fund
   As a tribute to those who have served or are currently serving our coun-
try, the City displays American flags along Johnson Drive from Memorial 
Day through Veterans Day. The flags have been made possible by contri-
butions to Mission’s Memorial Flag Fund. You can help continue this proud 
tradition by making a charitable donation in support of the purchase of 
future replacement flags. Donations can be made in honor or memory of a 
veteran or service member, or any person you would like to recognize. You 
can find more information on the City’s website at https://www.missionks.
org/i-want-to/city-programs/memorial-flag-fund/

Summer Fun at 
the Mission Family 
Aquatic Center!
   Make sure to check out the great 
programming and events in July and 
August at the MFAC! We can’t wait 
to see you at the pool!

Mark Your Calendars for the
2024 Mission Family Summer Picnic!

   Join us on Saturday, July 13 from 6 p.m.—10 p.m. at Broadmoor 
Park for our annual summertime celebration! Enjoy the festivities 
and treat yourself to a delicious hot dog dinner while enjoying fun 
family activities, live music from The Good Sam Club Band, and a 
vibrant beer garden. Remember to bring your favorite lawn chair or 
blankets to fully enjoy this fantastic evening of summer fun – and it’s 
all FREE (except the beer)!
 The night concludes with a spectacular laser light show that you 
won’t want to miss.

6900 Martway Street • Mission, Kansas 66202 • 913-236-PETS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Puppies • Small Animals • Fresh, Marine & Tropical Fish • Birds • Reptiles • All Natural Pet Food  
Complete Line of Pet Supplies • Doggy Daycare • Boarding • Grooming

11/20/20

Expires 9/30/2024

New Pup Ice Treats ready to 
freeze dog treats

$7.59  
2/$13.50

Are all your bases covered? Flea & Tick Season 
is Here! We carry a full line of Flea & Tick 

products to keep You & Your Pets comfortable 
this spring.  (including all natural options. 

Open 7 days a week for your convenience)
Expires 9/30/2024

Going on Summer Vacation? Add a free 
PLAY to your pets boarding stay, On US!!!

Get 1 free PLAY ($6 value) w/ minimum 2 
night boarding stay.

HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY 11AM-2AM

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 10AM-2AM
(BRUNCH 10AM-2PM)

HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY 11AM-2AM

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 10AM-2AM
(BRUNCH 10AM-2PM)

peanutmidwest.compeanutmidwest.com
913.544.2311913.544.2311

catering@peanutmidwest.comcatering@peanutmidwest.com

5400 MARTWAY
MISSION, KS
5400 MARTWAY
MISSION, KS

NOW OFFERING CATERINGNOW OFFERING CATERING
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$6 off
Boreal Dog Food 

Large Bag Any Variety

$3 off
Any 

U-Wash

save 10%
On Any 

Frozen Food Item

Like us on @gopetgo

www.PetterssonPet.com
KANSAS  CITY
115 NE 91st St
(816) 436-4000

LIBERTY PARKVILLE
6270 Jefferson Ave.

(816) 584-0202

MISSION
6200 Johnson D.
(913) 283-8363

NATURAL PET FOOD  SELF SERVICE BATHS  NAIL TRIMS www.PetterssonPet.com

One coupon per customer. Expires 06/25/22. One coupon per customer. Expires 06/25/22. One coupon per customer. Expires 06/25/22.

Petterson Pet
115 NE 91st St.

Kansas City, MO 64155
816-436-4000

Pettersson Pet
218 N 291 Highway 
Liberty, MO 64068

816-415-2244

Petterson Pet
6270 Jefferson Ave.
Parkville, Mo 64152

816-584-0202

Go Pet Go
6200 Johnson Drive
Mission, KS  66202

913-283-8363

$3 OFF
Nail
Trim

One coupon per customer. Expires 9/30/2024. One coupon per customer. Expires 9/30/2024. One coupon per customer. Expires 9/30/2024.

$3 OFF
Biscuit Bar

A local, family owned business since 2007

Sully's Pub
half page ad

5041 Reinhardt Drive •  Shawnee Mission, KS 66205 
www.BishopMiege.com  •  913-262-2700

• College Prep Curriculum  
• Excellent ACT Prep and STEM Programs 
• Scholarships and Financial Aid Available 
• Faith Formation via Education, Liturgies, & Service

Excellence: Our Goal • Success: Our Tradition

Check Us Out This Fall:

Important Dates and Events 
Shadow Opportunities

Open House

• Visit us at sullyskc.com or follow us on   
   social media @sullyspubkc 
• 17 HD Flatscreen TVs
• Darts | Shuffleboard & Foosball | Skeeball |  
   Pop-a-shot and outdoor games
• Happy Hour MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-6 pm 
• To Go Drinks Now Available Until 11pm

WE ARE THE LOCAL TEAMS WE ARE THE LOCAL TEAMS 
WATCH SPOTWATCH SPOT

GAME DAY SPECIALS OFFERED GAME DAY SPECIALS OFFERED 
EVERY GAME DAYEVERY GAME DAY

SPRING HOURS SPRING HOURS 
Monday-Friday: 1 pm - 2 am
Saturday : 11 am - 2 am
Sunday: 1 pm - Midnight

Proudly Partnering with Jefferson’s Wingstand next door! QR codes available Proudly Partnering with Jefferson’s Wingstand next door! QR codes available 
on all tables to scan and food delivered hot to your table at Sully’s!on all tables to scan and food delivered hot to your table at Sully’s!

5436 Johnson Drive, Mission, Kansas
(913) 999-8014  |  www.sullyskc.com
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Mark your calendars
with these dates for the 

upcoming Primary Election! 
For more information, 
visit jocoelection.org.

for another wonderfully successful 

Citywide Clean Up honoring Earth 

Day in April! Almost 200 volunteers 

collected 65 bags of trash and cleaned 

up at 20 sites around town to keep 

Mission’s parks, streets and green 

spaces beautiful.

Thank you, Mission volunteers, 
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Join us every Sunday at 9am or 10:30am for
• Beautiful, joy-filled music
• Fun & safe environments for kids
• A meaningful place to meet new people

located @ the mission theatre
      christchurchkc.org              @ccmissionkc              ccmissionkc

July 15 - 18

A fun-filled 
Week for Kids

V B S

Join us every Sunday at 9am or 10:30am for
• Beautiful, joy-filled music
• Fun & safe environments for kids
• A meaningful place to meet new people

located @ the mission theatre
      christchurchkc.org              @ccmissionkc              ccmissionkc

July 15 - 18

A fun-filled 
Week for Kids

V B S

Resilience Brilliance offers services to support 
you in overcoming challenges by recognizing your 
strengths, resilience and resources to be the best 
version of yourself and to cultivate a better quality 
of life. Laura offers individual therapy, group 
courses and coaching services. Call, email or book 
online to schedule your free consultation and 
determine which is the right service for you.

Services Include:

• Individual Therapy (In-person & Telehealth)
• Life Coaching
• Therapeutic Financial Coaching
• Resilience Brilliance Group Course - 

Coming Soon!

Resilience Brilliance
Laura Hattrup, LSCSW, LCSW, RYT-200, RCYT

Email: laura@resiliencebrilliance.me | Phone/Text: (913) 340-8900
Address:  5515 Foxridge Drive Suite #5 • Mission, KS 66202

Websites: www.resiliencebrilliance.me • www.resiliencebrilliancecoaching.me

LAURA HATTRUP, 
Clinical Social Worker

Mission Pawn
Fine Jewelry and Collectibles

5960 Lamar Ave., Mission, KS 66202
913-831-1484 

missionpawn.com

SOPHISTICATION WITH RELENTLESS  
ATTENTION TO DETAIL

YOUTH-IN-TRAINING PROGRAM

No Uniform | No Contract
ALL CLASSES INCLUDED

Shogun Martial Arts Center
6300 W. 51st St., Mission, KS 66202 

shogunmai.com 913-638-3490

$2499SHOGUN KARATE 
ONE WEEK

Offering Classes All Day! 
Morning | Afternoon | Evening

4TH+5TH GRADES
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By Kris Baker   •   Photos by Kathy DeLorenzo

Traveling around Mission you will find 
people with a wide range of interests. 
Arts, animals, television shows, home 
decor, people can tell their stories in 
very many different ways.  Ward I City 
Councilmember Trent Boultinghouse  likes 
to tell his story with baseball cards.
Boultinghouse collects baseball cards, 

but not just any baseball cards. His focus 
is on collecting the complete sets of 
Topps trading cards from 1957 and 1960, 
with many of them signed by the players. 
The 1957 set marks  the first modern 

sized baseball cards. Although he has 
some cards from other years,  those two 
collections have been his focus.
“I liked the look of these cards,” 

Boultinghouse said. “I was corresponding 
with a man in Florida and he sold me a 
bunch of his cards from 1957. That really 
started my collection.”
Some of the cards he received  were 

signed. This got Boultinghouse thinking 
about the players from this era, some 
famous like Mickey Mantle and Roberto 
Clemente, some obscure, but each one 

with a unique story.
“I had collected baseball cards as a 

kid, but I had sort of grown out of it,” 
Boultinghouse said. “Like most of us, 
during the COVID-19 pandemic  I had 
some time and decided to get back into 
it.” Boultinghouse set his sights on getting 
the complete collections, as well as getting 
as many autographs as possible. “When I 
started to get the autographed cards, it 
reignited my passion,” Trent remembers.
 He has gotten  autographs in a few 

different ways. He has bought some from 

HISTORY IN THE CARDS Unique baseball card 
collection represents 
past and future for 
Mission resident

online sellers and collectors. However, 
his favorite way to secure an 
autograph is by contacting 
the player directly.
“I started writing letters, 

sending them my cards 
and asking for their 
autograph,” he said. “I was 
pleasantly surprised when 
I started getting letters 
back. Almost everyone I 
wrote to wrote back.”
Boultinghouse says the 

letters contained stories 
from the players during their 
days in the Major Leagues. 
The letters paint a fascinating 
picture of the history of 
baseball from that time.
“It’s a thrill to know they 

are reading my letters, and 
I appreciate them taking 
the time to answer me,” 
Boultinghouse said.
Because he is looking 

for players from 1957 and 1960, 

Boultinghouse said the most challenging 
thing about getting all the autographs 
was simply the passage of time.
“Unfortunately a lot of the players have 

passed away,” he said. “So it kind of 
became a race against time to track them 
all down. I started to look at it not as a 
hobby; I was looking at it like a quest.”
And that quest is proving successful. 

Boultinghouse now has every card from 
1957, with 76% of them signed, and has 
moved on to 1960. He has more than 
half of the cards from that year signed. 
Boultinghouse is also collecting a 1970 set 
from Venezuela.
Among  his favorites are some of the 

lesser-known players. One of his prized 
possessions is the card of Larry Doby; 

the first black player in the 
American League, who started 
eleven months after Jackie 
Robinson first integrated the 
sport. Another is Curt Flood who 
became a civil rights activist in addition to 
playing for the St. Louis Cardinals.
Boultinghouse said he was always a 

big baseball fan, first playing t-ball at a 
young age.
Growing up in southeast Kansas, 

Boultinghouse met former St. Louis 
Browns player Don Gutteridge.
“It was the coolest thing, knowing a 

big league player. That was my first 
autographed card,” Boultinghouse said.
That card has a lot of sentimental value for 

Boultinghouse, though he does have some 
with monetary value. A Walter Johnson 
card stands out as one of the most valuable 
in his collection. But Boultinghouse says 
that’s not what  interests him and is not 
why he collects. He mostly treasures the 
Walter Johnson card because he was 
a player from southeast Kansas, where 
Boultinghouse is from. 
“For me, they are a source of inspiration 

and joy,” he said. “The history of baseball 
is a lot about the history of America. I plan 
to keep everything, and  pass it down to 
my son if and when  he is interested. That 
is what baseball is to me, a tradition that is 
passed down through the generations.”

Trent Boultinghouse has been in correspondence with several MLB players from the 1957 and 1960 season in an effort to collect signed baseball cards. 

Topps baseball cards from 1957 and 
1960 from Boultinghouse's collection. 

“The history of baseball is a lot 
about the history of America. 
I plan to keep everything, and 
pass it down to my son if and 
when he is interested. ”
                    --Trent Boultinghouse 

Hall of Famer Stan 
Musial is one of 
the names on Trent 
Boultinghouse's 
St. Louis Cardinals 
signed team card.
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reupholstery

Our Carefully Curated 13,000 SQFT

Showroom is Packed Full of the
Coolest Vintage Furniture,

Art, Lamps and Decor.
New Product Arriving Daily!

F U R N I T U R E ,
L A M P  S H A D E S ,

D E C O R  &  M O R E
R E U P H O L S T E R Y

F A B R I C S  &  T R I M S
W I N D O W S  &  W A L L P A P E R

B E D D I N G

913.261.9307
V D U P H O L S T E R Y. C O M

5 3 0 1  J O H N S O N  D R I V E
MISSION, KS

R E Q U E S T Q U O T E

victorsupholster y@yahoo.com

Sometimes these beautiful pieces need a little
love to regain their former glory. At Victor’s
Home & Upholstery, we understand the value
and potential of these timeless pieces and
offer a comprehensive reupholstery service to
breathe new life into your cherished vintage
finds. Whether you have a mid-century sofa
that needs a refresh, or a set of classic dining
chairs looking for a modern twist, our team
of skilled craftsmen can transform them
into something truly spectacular. With over
thousands fabric to choose from, we ensure
a wide range of options to suit your personal
taste and style, all while maintaining the
integrity and character of your vintage piece.

showroom
On the hunt for a true Mexican cuisine treasure?

Look no further!

LOS GALLITOS  
FRESH MEXICAN GRILL

Winner of the best patio in JOCO Post, our patio is adorned 
with flowers and shady spots all day long. Our atmosphere 

inside is bright colors and happiness.
 

We have a long, beautiful bar. We offer daily specials,  
happy hour, and catering services.

Los Gallitos is your new go-to spot for fresh, authentic flavors!
We are tucked away at

6508 Martway Mission, KS 66202
913.967.5777

Antiques, Home Décor, Jewelry, Collectibles 
and much more.....

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10am – 6pm  |  Sunday: Noon -6pm
5330 Martway  |  Mission, KS   |  913-722-7788  |  www.afabfind.com

A FABULOUS FIND
KC’s Best Antique Mall

Dine-in only. Not valid on Sundays, holidays or Early 
Dinner Deals. Senior discount does not apply. Offer 

good with Mission Magazine coupon only. No  
photo-copies will be accepted. Expires 9/30/2024.

Take-out only. Not valid with any other offers. 
Offer good with Mission Magazine coupon only. 
No photo-copies accepted. Expires 9/30/2024.

ANY WHOLE PIE WITH THE PURCHASE  
OF 2 MEALS & 2 DRINKS
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 Artists are sometimes known to be 
a little different. An artist’s medium 
can take many shapes and their work 
can offer a unique viewpoint, allowing 
people to see the world in ways they 
hadn’t before; to see things they 
otherwise wouldn’t notice. Susan Speck 
sees things her own way, and found 
the perfect way to express her strong, 
though sometimes eccentric, viewpoint 
when she first touched clay. 
 Speck is a Mission artist who creates 
handbuilt, functional porcelain ware, 
using both original patterns and vintage 
molds. To create her work she presses a 
pre-cut slab of porcelain into the mold 
and assembles the pot from that and 
other press molds. She then embellishes 
with sprigs and underglaze, before 
glazing and firing the last time.
 Speck found, as she worked, her 
creations took a more macabre leaning. 
 “I have heard other people call my 
work whimsical, scary and weird,” Speck 
said. “It may be a little dark, since I like 
to incorporate skull and bone imagery 
along with flowers and 'sweet' colors. 
I also like to use a mold of a screaming 
baby surrounded by flowers.” 
 The subject of her art has led to a growing 
interest in Speck’s work. This came after 
years of her carving out her own niche.

A HANDBUILT ARTIST
 Speck was born into a family of artists, 
so she learned early on what it means to 
be different. She was around painters, 
illustrators, wood-carvers, quilters 
and furniture makers. She knew she 
wanted to find her own path as others 
in her family had done. She started with 
drawing comic strips, but something 
changed when she got to college.
 “I first got serious about ceramics 
while in school at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia in the mid-70s,” 
Speck said. “I took as many classes as I 
could while there and after graduation 
took community classes.” 
 While in classes, Speck received a tool 
that has become instrumental in her life. 
She was sold a home-made kick wheel. 
That wheel has become a fixture in every 
place Speck has lived since. Slowly she 
began applying to art fairs and got in a 
few in the metro area. In the meantime, 

she took a night class at Kansas City Art 
Institute with pottery instructor Steven 
Hill. After wrestling with a form, he 
recommended Speck try handbuilding 
to accomplish the task. She has been a 
hand builder ever since.
 “I have been a hand builder for a long 
time, since 1984, to be exact,” Speck 
said. “I have always created functional 
items for the home. Around 2000 I 
began creating fat skeletal figures that I 
call 'Bone Guys' to add to my inventory.”
 The Bone Guys became a big part of 
her repertoire. A few years ago Speck 
attended Arrowmont, a craft school in 

Tennessee. There she learned about 
using molds and surface embellishment 
in her practice. Speck now uses press 
molds almost exclusively. She will use 
vintage plaster molds and molds she 
created herself. One effective way 
she has found to make molds is from 
interesting objects she finds at thrift 
stores. She will buy an item, then press 
clay into and onto it to make a mold. 
Speck will fire them to be able to use 
them over and over again. She then 
donates the object back to sell again. 
 “It used to be patterns and color 
that inspired me, now it is other 
3-dimensional objects,” Speck said. “I 
visit thrift shops to seek out and use 
those 3-D items to create press molds.”
 She said something changed in her life 
when she first touched the clay in class. 
Speck believed she found a way to mold 
her life, just as she was molding that soft 
clay. She now enjoys sharing what she 
has learned with others. Speck welcomes 
students into her studio where they 
learn throwing on a kick wheel or 
handbuilding, refining and glazing over 
a course of about five weeks. For those 
who can’t take a class she offers some 
more advice.
 “Find a mentor or take a few classes 
in business management,” Speck said. 
“An artist really needs to be a business-
person as well as a creator.”
 To see more of Speck’s work and learn 
about her studio visit her website at 
susanspeck.com.

MISSION ARTIST SUSAN SPECK 
CRAFTS HANDBUILT, DARK ART

Susan Speck 
uses her kick 
wheel to make 
stand out art 
like the ones 
pictured here. 

By Kris Baker   •   Photos by Kathy DeLorenzo

Mission artist 
Susan Speck works 

in her studio, 
handbuilding her 

own creations.
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 If you are up before sunrise in Mission you 
might witness a sight unfolding at Casey’s 
Auto Repair that has been compared by 
Mission business owner Stoney Bogan as 
a scene right out of Disney’s Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs. Just like the princess 
had a host of animal companions come to 
her, a menagerie of furry and feathered 
friends gather outside the auto repair shop 
each week. Passersby may see squirrels, 
geese, songbirds and rabbits congregating 
outside the business.  The animals seem 
to instinctively know this is a safe place for 
them and  take advantage of the fresh food 
put out for them every day. 
 When Carl Casey arrives at work around 
4:15 a.m. each morning, there is more to 
get ready than the auto bays and tools. He 
opens the garage doors, greeting  birds 
who have flocked on the power lines eagerly 
awaiting his arrival. Carl puts out food and 
water, goes inside and then watches nature 
take her course.
 “We have always loved animals, and try 
to look after them,” Carl said. “Animals are 
vulnerable… any kind of help can make a 
big difference.”
 Carl’s wife Cathy  agrees. “We like to be 

there for all of God’s creatures. We have 
worked a lot with animal rescue, helping to 
raise money for them, collecting cleaning 
supplies and other items. It’s something that 
has always been important to us.”
 This charity began at home when Carl 
began putting out feed for the local deer. 
 “We had deer come all the time to our 
house,” Carl said. “There were also around 
13 raccoons who were  attracted to the feed 
we were putting out. It felt like the right 
thing to do.”
 A couple of years ago he began doing 
the same at work at the auto repair shop. 
He noticed that a bird’s nest kept getting 
destroyed so Carl built a nest and put it 
out. Soon several birds had a new home, 
one that could more readily survive the city 
environment. He got some more nests, and 
then started  regularly putting out bird seed 
mix and peanuts. Carl estimates  they have 
at least 50 birds who stop by the shop every 
day. 
 In recent months, a couple of new visitors 
have been dining at Casey’s. Geese from 
down the street  started showing up after 
their home had been destroyed. Along with 
the geese, one of their “regulars”  is a one-

eyed rabbit.
 “We named him One-eyed. Pretty original 
right,” Cathy laughed. To the Caseys, One-
eyed is a daily reminder of  some of the 
plights these animals face.   
 “Someone’s got to take care of them,” 
Cathy said. “They  are a part of our world, 
so we are happy to help them in any way we 
can.” 
 Casey’s Auto Repair has long been a 
fixture in Mission and has locations at 5917 
Beverly Ave. and 5710 Johnson Dr., both in 
Mission, Kansas. To learn more about their 
business visit caseysautorepair.com.

CALL   WILDOF
THE

LOCAL WILDLIFE VISIT CASEY'S AUTO REPAIR

By Kris Baker
Photos by Kathy Delorenzo

Casey's Auto Repair on Beverly Ave. draws animal visitors each morning. 
A one-eyed rabbit (pictured below) is one of the Caseys' favorite guests. 

Carl Casey carefully fills bird feeders each 
day.

STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR HAND-
MADE PIZZAS AND HAND-BREADED 
APPETIZERS THAT WE HAVE BEEN 
SERVING THE MIDWEST SINCE 1970!

• Happy Hour Specials
• Outdoor Patio
• Pizza made from scratch using the finest   
  meats and 100% real cheese
• Burgers, Sandwiches, Salads , Wraps, Pasta

Hours:
Sun-Thurs: 11am-12am | Fri-Sat: 11am- 2am

THE OTHER PLACE- MISSION
6522 Martway Street, Mission, KS 66202
913-899-9494 | theotherplace.com

OLATHE: 16590 West 135th, Olathe, Kansas 66062

(913) 791-9500

OVERLAND PARK: 7324 West 80th, Overland Park, 

Kansas 66204 | (913) 652-9494

SHAWNEE: 22730 Midland Dr, Shawnee, KS 66226

(913) 441-0094

Opening May: Belton, 311 N Cedar Street, Belton, MO 64012

816-563-9494
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In September of 2009, the Mission 
community joined together to support 
a worthy cause, lending a hand (or 
foot) to create a masterpiece, and 

helping Mission claim a World Record. Not 
bad for a Friday afternoon! The goal was 
to create “The Largest Painting Made with 
Footprints,” painting a canvas of 10,000 
sq ft. while raising $10,000 for Samaritan’s 
Feet, a worldwide organization providing 
shoes to those in need. Participants were 
asked to donate $1 for each footprint or a 
pair of new shoes.
Josh Rauch, a Mission city intern at the 

time and current city administrator of 
Riverside, Ohio, ran with the vision of 
City Administrator Mike Scanlon, and 
led the project to successful completion. 
Josh recently shared his memories of the 
experience, illustrating that you never 
know what opportunities in life might 
have the most lasting impacts. 
“So, one day Mike Scanlon calls me 

into his office and slides a piece of 
paper across his desk with the words 
"LARGEST PAINTING MADE WITH 
FOOTPRINTS." I believe the record 
attempt was connected with the annual 
"Spirit of Mission Days" festival, and the 
charity being promoted that year was 
Samaritan's Feet, an organization that 
donated shoes to folks in need. He looked 
at me and said, ‘You're going to do this," 
and then tells the story of his prior effort 
to secure the Guinness record for the 
world's largest sidewalk chalk drawing. 
Mike gave me a small budget and 

turned me loose to figure it out. I vividly 
remember ordering all the supplies, 
especially rolls and rolls of muslin cloth 
and leftover paint sourced from the 
County’s household hazardous waste 
program. I had to come up with a 
design on my own. Since the festival 
was shoe-themed and the record 
involved footprints, I created a design 
that resembled feet. The design had 
to be somewhat modular so that if we 
only finished one foot, we'd still have 
a complete painting to submit for the 
record.
I worked with Trinity Lutheran Church to 

use their parking lot, unrolling the cloths, 
tracing the designs and preparing them 

for painting. We devised a traffic pattern 
to move people through as quickly as 
possible, with a foot cleaning station at 
the end. 
The actual day was a blur. I remember 

it was hot and I was constantly moving. 
We were fortunate that the community 
responded, and we had a lot of folks 
come out to participate in the painting. 
We had an official adjudicator on site to 
take measurements, record details and 
verify a record title. When all was said 
and done, we received the Guinness 
award and a plaque for completing the 
painting that very same day. Afterward, I 
asked Mike if he'd hire me full time since 
I'd pulled off a world record as an intern 
(he did...a few months later). 
The irony in all this is that we never 

actually made it into the Guinness Book, 
because a couple of months after we set 
the record, a school in India attempted the 

same thing and outdid us by a significant 
margin. That didn't stop me though...I've 
listed the world record on my resumes 
with instructions for folks to call up Mission 
City Hall if they need proof.
This project was incredibly formative 

for me. The world record part of it was 
cool, but I learned a lot about myself in 
the process. I was given a goal, some 
tools and challenged to make something 
happen, and I did it, but I definitely 
didn't do it alone. The whole experience 
taught me about teamwork, grit and 
building relationships to achieve a 
common goal. The skills forged through 
this experience (and others like it), 
taught me to be fearless...to try for big 
things knowing failure is possible or even 
likely, while recognizing the value of the 
process along the way. 
As someone just starting out in their 

career, it was a huge advantage to be 
challenged in a unique way. There is a 
lot of value in empowering people to 
pursue a big goal, and I try to model that 
as a City Manager in my own community 
today. I wouldn't have learned those 
skills without my time in Mission.”
As they say, records are made to 

be broken. While Mission holds the 
memories of capturing this unique title, 
as of 2016 the world record for largest 
painting done by footprint belongs 
to DBS Bank Hong Kong Limited and 
measures 25,333.62 ft²). Anyone up to 
the next challenge?

Story by Kate Deacon

Mission Puts 'Art and Sole'  
 into a World Record
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It’s why 
I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are 
more than just things. 
They’re where you make 
your memories – and they 
deserve the right protection. 
I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

David M Chavez Ins Agcy Inc
David M Chavez, Agent
4920 Johnson Drive

Roeland Park, KS  66205
Bus: 913-432-9000

KH Automotive

For all of your automotive mechanical repair needs

 

SERVICES: ● Engine repair ● Scheduled maintenance ● Clutches

 ● Automatic and manual transmission repair

 ●  Diagnostics with various equipment including  
Snap-On Verus Edge, Mercedes SDS, Vag-Com and others

 ● Cooling systems including water pumps, radiators, hoses and belts

 ● Brakes, steering, suspension, etc.

 ● Heating/air conditioning including heater cores, compressors and more

 ● Electrical including starters and alternators

Over a century of 

combined experience 

on European vehicles!

Nationwide 
warranty on
most Repairs

 5925 Broadmoor, Mission, KS 66202

913-403-0073 ● www.khautomotive.com

Celebrating 20 years

KH Automotive is a family-owned and operated repair shop in Mission,  KS, servicing all 
makes and specializing in European vehicles such as Mercedes Benz, Land Rover, Jaguar 
and Porsche. Since our company opened its doors in 1999, we’ve treated every customer 
like they were part of our family. Other companies may offer similar services, but our 
services are the best, and come with a personal touch.

CUSTOM ORDERS/FRAMESCUSTOM ORDERS/FRAMES
10% 

QUALITY FRAMING

LOCAL CUSTOM FRAMES
5830 JOHNSON DR 
MISSION KS 66202

• READY MADE DIPLOMA FRAMES • JERSEYS  

• STRETCHING CANVAS • RESTORATIONS • CORPORATE

WWW.qualityframingandart.com

(913) 217-7069
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Celebrating Trees
June – October 2024
Mission will host the “Celebrating Trees” tree drive with a goal of 
50+ trees planted. You can participate in three ways:
• Purchase tree(s) at Mission’s bulk-discount pricing for residential planting.
• Donate to the Mission Charitable Fund to help replace Mission’s tree canopy

in one of its parks, which will enter your name for a chance to win a free tree.
• Let us know if you’ve planted a tree in Mission in 2024.
For more information visit: 
https://www.missionks.org/city-services/sustainable-mission/tree-programs

6200 Martway St. | Mission, KS 66202 | 913.722.8200 | missionks.org
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Plan Your Next Adventure with 
Mission Parks +  Recreation!

Mission Summer Family Picnic 
Enjoy the festivities at our annual picnic 
celebration! Treat yourself to a delicious 
hot dog dinner while engaging in fun 
family activities, live music from The 
Good Sam Club Band, and a vibrant 
beer garden. Remember to bring your 
favorite lawn chair or blankets to fully 
enjoy this fantastic evening of summer 
fun – and it’s all FREE! Conclude the night 
with a spectacular laser light show.
Broadmoor Park
SAT: July 13,  6-10PM

Yoga on Deck
MFAC
FRI: August 23, 7:30PM
$22/person (includes yoga and wine tasting)

Under the Sea Pool Party
MFAC
SAT: July 27, 6-10PM
Movie: Shark Tale (PG)
$12/person

Movie in the Park
Andersen Park Tennis Court
FRI: August 16, Dusk
Kung Fu Panda 4 (PG)
FREE

Concert in the Park: Vinyl Revival
Broadmoor Park 
Beer garden and food trucks. 
Coolers prohibited
FRI: August 30, 6PM
FREE
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REST EASY WITH DEPENDABLE 
RENTERS INSURANCE... 

Protection You Can Trust!
As your AAA representative, I know how important it is that your home is properly insured by a 
stable company you can trust. Whether on the road or at home with family, AAA is there for you, 
providing reliability, security and value for over 100 years.

I’m here for all your insurance needs. Call or stop by to get your FREE AAA Full Picture 
Quote and see what quality renters insurance through AAA can do for you — and how 
affordable it can be.

Full Picture Quote1 One call could save you hundreds when you switch to AAA.

*Discounts may apply to select coverages, select drivers, vary by policy and are conditional. 1The AAA Full Picture QuoteTM provides driver and vehicle information, coverage limits, applicable discounts and premium for the specific 
quote. While the AAA Full Picture QuoteTM may present options, the insured is responsible for selecting the proper coverage and deductible to fit the insured’s circumstances. HOME, CONDO AND RENTERS NOT AVAILABLE IN LOUISIANA. 
Separate purchase of AAA membership is generally required to obtain and renew AAA insurance coverage.  AAA insurance is a collection of AAA branded products, services and programs available to qualified AAA members.  AAA 
personal lines insurance is provided by Interinsurance Exchange of the Automobile Club. Life insurance is underwritten, and annuities are provided by AAA Life Insurance Company, Livonia, MI.  AAA Life is licensed in all states, except 
NY.  The Motor Club and/or its affiliates act as agents for their affiliate insurers, including AAA Life. Copyright © 2023 Automobile Club of Missouri.  All Rights Reserved.

• Multi-Policy*: You could save on your renters and auto 
insurance when you insure both through AAA.

• AAA Membership: Save on your Renters policy with an active 
AAA membership.

• Mature Policyholder: When at least one named insured is  
55 years of age or older and retired.

Renters  
Discounts

GET YOUR FREE
AAA FULL PICTURE QUOTE™^ 

TO SEE WHAT YOU’VE BEEN MISSING.

Shaun Kilburn
5421 Johnson Drive
Mission, KS 

913.236.5678

kilburn.shaun@ace.aaa.com



5917 Beverly, Mission, KS 
913-403-9500
Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm

5710 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS
913-403-9503
Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm

www.caseysautorepair.com

ASE • NAPA Car Care Center

Taking care of your car

5917 Beverly 5710 Johnson Dr.

Friday - 7am -4pm

• Brakes

• Hub match brake rotors
(eliminating brake pulsation)

• Repair or replace engines,
transmissions & differentials

• Perform all factory maintenance

• Unlock your cars radio

• Electrical

• Tune-ups

• Work with extended warranty
companies

• Reprogram ignition keys & remote
fobs

• Repair or replace windshields

• Computer Diagnostics
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A/C
Service Tires
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